Newsletter N°7 - June 2007
The ACP Local Government Platform e-Newsletter is an electronic newsletter produced every three months by the ACP Local Government Platform (ACPLGP). The editor of this e-Newsletter invites readers to make comments & contribute news on local government issues from their organizations, local authorities & countries. This Newsletter is also accessible via the ACPLGP Website at http://www.acplgp.net.
***********************************************************************************************************************************

The Local Government Association of Zambia (LGAZ) participation in the 10th EDF Programming
***********************************************************************************************************************************

The revised text of the Cotonou Partnership Agreement (CPA) signed between the African Caribbean Pacific (ACP) states and the European Union (EU) in 2005 clearly recognises local governments (LGs) as key actors of development that should participate in all aspects of development cooperation, i.e. programming, formulation, implementation and evaluation of the ACP-EU development policies.

The case of the Local Government Association of Zambia (LGAZ) started in early 2006 at the beginning of the 10th EDF programming exercise. At this period, the ACP Local Government Platform (ACPLGP) advised ACP LGs to enter in contact with the National Authorising Officer (NAO) and the Delegation of the European Commission (EC) of their country in order to participate in the dialogue taking place in each ACP country to discuss the strategies and programmes of ACP-EU cooperation under the 10th EDF (2008-2013).

Following the Platform instruction, the LGAZ sent a first letter to the NAO explaining their willingness to be involved in the programming process. They got a negative response explaining that despite LGs are recognised as important actors in development, there is no provision foreseen for them in the future EDF.

With the information given by the LGAZ the Platform contacted the EC headquarters (DG-Development and EuropeAid) and the ACP Secretariat and complained that if in theory LG are encouraged to be involved in the cooperation process, in practice they are still excluded from the process. The Platform requested therefore the official parties to inform the NAOs/EC Delegations on the new provision foreseen for LG and to send a strong political signal to the latter to make mentalities change.

The Zambian case became rapidly “the ACP LG case” and served as example to other national associations of LG to encourage them to undertake similar initiative. While the Platform was dealing with the ACP-EC institution headquarters, the LGAZ sent a formal letter to the EC Delegation.

The fruit of our effort came few weeks later when the LGAZ was formally invited by the EC Delegation to have a first meeting with high representatives of the NAO and the Delegation. Various points were agreed during the meeting, including: the LGAZ will be involved in all future meetings of the 10th EDF programming; consideration will be made to extend EDF support to LG through the focal areas relating to district infrastructure and the non focal sectors agriculture and food security; consideration will also be made to support selected urban LG with respect to appropriate planning and upgrading of road infrastructure; the EC will support good governance and in particular decentralisation. Lastly, both parties agreed that the LGAZ will be supported to lobby for increased allocation of budget resource to LG funded out of the EU direct budget support.

As a result, the LGAZ is now fully involved in all meetings related to the 10th EDF exercise. Their comments on the Country Strategy Paper have been taken into account in the finalisation of the document. Shortly the LGAZ will be invited to another meeting with the Delegation to discuss about possible specific areas of assistance they could benefit from in the decentralisation implementation process.

The LGAZ case has served as stimulus to other ACP LG national associations which contacted the Platform in order to get similar support. Some of them have started the process and are on the right track to get similar result.

We are now in the phase of formulation of programmes. It is still time for those LG who have not done it, to enter in contact with their respective NAO/Delegation. The Platform is at their disposal to provide any support/facilitation they might need.

***********************************************************************************************************************************

News from the EU:

***********************************************************************************************************************************

· Concern over ratification of the 10th EDF

For the 10th EDF to succeed the 9th EDF without funding gap, two agreements have to be ratified by November 2007: the revised Cotonou Agreement which was signed in June 2005, and the 10th EDF Internal Agreement, which was signed in July 2006. As no commitment from the 9th EDF can be made beyond 31 December 2007, the 10th EDF should be mobilised from 1st January 2008, which implies according to the Cotonou Agreement (Art 93) that the ratification process by all EU Member States and by 2/3 of the ACP states should be completed by November 2007. So far, only 8 EU Member states and 14 ACP states have completed the ratification process. ACP local governments have a useful role to play in this field by encouraging their national parliament to accelerate the process of ratification.
· PADOR – EuropeAid on-line registration services: To take part in a call for proposals, register your organisation - http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/onlineservices/pador/index_en.htm 
The PADOR is an on-line registration aiming to establish a database containing reliable information about potential partners applying to EuropeAid grants. The content includes:

· Administrative data: name, official address, legal status, etc. (Legal Entity File “FEL”)

· Profile as actor in development (category, sectors(s), profit making or not …)

· Sectoral and geographical experiences, financial data, staff data

· Supporting documentation uploaded (statutes, LEF and, when relevant, consolidated accounts and audit reports)

The main benefit of the PADOR is to save administrative time and consists of unique submission of the data and documents related to Chapter II of the grant application form. It also allows on-line follow-up of the calls for proposals selection process. It will be launched around September 2007. All the organisations active in development are concerned, in particular those interested in participating in calls for proposals. Each organisation will be able to register its data directly on-line on the EuropeAid website. It will allow you to monitor on-line the selection process of your proposals under the call for proposals in which you took part.
Procedure:

· Following on-line request by an organisation, EuropeAid attributes individual login and password

· The organisation registers its data itself in the PADOR and regularly updates it

· Accessible all along the year

· At the time the registered applicant participates in a call, EuropeAid takes the PADOR data into account

· Applicants will continue to have to submit the data concerning the projects on paper, using the grant application form

· 13th ACP-EU Joint Parliamentary Assembly session
The 13th ACP-EU JPA session took place in Wiesbaden, Germany from 23-28 June 2007. Three main topics were considered during the session: i) migration of skilled workers and its effect on national development; ii) poverty reduction for small farmer in ACP countries in particular in the fruit, vegetable and flowers sectors; iii) good governance, transparency and accountability in relation with the exploitation of natural resources in ACP countries. Other topics were also discussed such as the state of the world population in 2007. The important role of local government was discussed and recognised in dealing with massive urbanisation particularly in middle sized cities that should be given appropriate attention in future.
· Join the Pelican Initiative - Platform for Evidence-based learning: Discussion on M&E of decentralisation and local governance in West Africa

The Pelican Initiative is an online network on evidence-based learning and communication for development. It is a joint initiative set up by ECDPM, Healthlink Worldwide’s Exchange programme, the International Development Research Centre, Bellanet and the East Africa Regional Office of UNICEF. The Pelican Initiative was launched in March 2005. It currently has over 370 members from all parts of the world and can be visited at:

http://www.dgroups.org/groups/pelican/
A new Pelican discussion is ongoing on the topic of monitoring and evaluation (M&E) of decentralisation and local governance, with special attention to the construction and use of baselines at the municipal level. This topic was already introduced to the readers in the previous edition (Newsletter N 6). As a reminder, this research project is an initiative of REDL (Réseau de Réflexion et d’Echanges sur le Développement Local), a Malian network of 12 development organisations working in local governance and the Malian Ministry of Local Government and Territorial Administration, supported by SNV-Mali and ECDPM. The 11 case studies which have resulted out of this research project provide interesting descriptions of experiences from Benin, Burkina-Faso, Ghana, Mali and Niger on participatory approaches to constructing baselines, as well as on the use of Geographic Information Systems in the monitoring of decentralisation and local governance.

You are invited to participate in this discussion and share your own views, ideas and experiences on this topic, by signing up through the link above. So far, only 4 out of the 11 case studies have been translated in English:
· District-based poverty profiling, mapping and pro-poor planning as a monitoring and evaluation tool

· Strategic planning and monitoring of municipal development: Helvetas’ experience in Cameroon and Mali

· Municipalities in figures: needs and realities: The experiences of SNV Mali and PACT/GTZ

· Geographical Information Systems (GIS) for the development of rural municipalities in Mali: The experience of SVN-Mali and PACT/GTZ

Access to the case studies: www.ecdpm.org/m&ecasestudies
***********************************************************************************************************************************

News from ACP Local Governments

***********************************************************************************************************************************

· E-learning web based course in Participatory Budgeting - www.asaaf.org.zw/pb-course1
As continuation of capacity building in participatory budgeting for rural and urban local authorities, the Municipal Development Partnership for Eastern and Southern Africa (MDP-ESA) has developed a self-learning web based course aiming at enabling participants to understand what participatory budgeting is and how it can be used as a tool for realizing good governance. 

It is envisaged that, after successfully completing the course, participants should be in a position to introduce or improve the practice of participatory budgeting in their respective local authorities. In addition, a certificate is awarded upon successful completion of the course.

Based on lessons learnt, participatory budgeting can help local authorities realize the millennium development goals (MDGs). Some of the tangible results that can emanate from participatory budgeting include among others: enhanced revenue generation and collection; improved monitoring of expenditure management; enhanced investment opportunities and promotion; establishment of public-private partnerships in services delivery and infrastructure development; cultivation of trust between council and residents; promotion of social accountability and prevention of corruption; etc.

The course is meant for central government officials, local authority officials and other various stakeholders. The course is divided into eight interrelated parts. At the end of each part of the course, there are a set of self test questions and their corresponding answers. An overall self assessment test together with its answers is also available at the end of the course. Participants are expected to have a minimum level competencies in computer use and ICT.

For further information, please contact: Takawira Mumvuma tmumvuma@mdpafrica.org.zw; or George Matovu gmatovu@mdpafrica.org.zw; or Tendai Mkunyadze tmkunyadze@mdpafrica.org.zw, at MDP-ESA, 7th Floor Hurudza House, 14-16 Nelson Mandela Avenue. Tel 263 4 774385/6; Fax: 263 4 774387, Mobile: 263 (0) 11 603 247.

***********************************************************************************************************************************

Events:

***********************************************************************************************************************************

· E-Based capacity building programmes

Between February and November 2007 the Municipal Development Partnership for Eastern and Southern Africa (MDP-ESA) organises e-Based programmes intended to address the challenges of decentralized governance in 

Africa. The programmes aim to enhance the competences and skills of local government officials and non-state actors in mutual engagement using participative tools in the design and application of participatory processes as a means for promoting good governance. These programmes are:

· Web Based Course on Participatory Budgeting and Social Accountability
· Radio Programme on Municipal Finance and Citizen Engagement 
· Videoconference on Enhancing Participatory Governance in Local Democracy through ALGAF – the Africa Local Government Action Forum
Interested? Please contact: gmatovu@mdpafrica.org.zw or pkundishora@mdpafrica.org.zw 

Tel: 263 4 74385/6 - Fax: 2634 774387 - Website: www.mdpafrica.org.zw
***********************************************************************************************************************************

Reading

***********************************************************************************************************************************

African Economic Outlook 2006-2007. OECD
http://www.oecdbookshop.org/oecd/display.asp?sf1=identifiers&lang=EN&st1=412007011p1
Multi-actor Partnerships and Governance

http://www.ecdpm.org/Web_ECDPM/Web/Content/Navigation.nsf/index2?readform&http://www.ecdpm.org/Web_ECDPM/Web/Content/Content.nsf/0/91B7A22771193EBFC1256C4700395BFA?OpenDocument
Alliance for Changing Africa

http://www.afrique-gouvernance.net/index.html
Special issue on Participatory Budgeting

http://www.asaaf.org.zw/newsletter1/index.htm
Participatory Budgeting Knowledge and Action Support Facility for Africa

http://www.asaaf.org.zw/newsletter2/index.htm
ECDPM Policy Management Brief 18: Networking for learning: The human face of knowledge management? 
http://www.ecdpm.org/Web_ECDPM/Web/Content/Navigation.nsf/index2?readform&http://www.ecdpm.org/Web_ECDPM/Web/Content/Content.nsf/0/8E74F44F1852B56DC125725F00449D18?Opendocument
The World Bank Governance and Anticorruption consultation

http://web.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/TOPICS/EXTGOVANTICORR/0,,contentMDK:21141856~pagePK:210058~piPK:210062~theSitePK:3035864,00.html
Governments and non state service providers: Engaged or divorced?
http://www.capacity.org/en/journal/feature/engaged_or_divorced
Triple C Evaluations N 4 - Evaluation of co-ordination and complementarity 
of European assistance to local development:  http://www.three-cs.net/3cs_publications/triple_c_evaluations_n_4_evaluation_of_co_ordination_and_complementarity_of_european_assistance_to_local_development
‘Decentralising Service Delivery?’, IDS Bulletin, Volume 38 Number 1, January 2007 - http://www.ids.ac.uk/ids/bookshop/bulletin/bull381.html
http://www.dgroups.org/groups/cool/index.cfm?op=dsp_resource_details&resource_id=39786&cat_id=6326
Decentralisation and local governance – Royal Tropical Institute website

http://www.kit.nl/smartsite.shtml?id=2046
‘How Does Taxation Affect the Quality of Governance? Mick Moore, IDS, April 2007 - http://www.ids.ac.uk/ids/bookshop/wp/wp280.pdf and http://www.ids.ac.uk/ids/bookshop/briefs/PB34.pdf
Partnerships for health in Mali: Overcoming friction between ministries and local government, Capacity.Org – Tools and Methods - http://capacity.org/en/layout/set/print/content/view/full/2518
Decentralising Service Delivery? IDS Bulletin, Volume 38 Number 1, January 2007
http://www.ids.ac.uk/ids/bookshop/bulletin/bull381.html
The Political Economy of Governance Reforms in Uganda, Mark Robinson, 2006, IDS Discussion Papers 386

http://www.ntd.co.uk/idsbookshop/details.asp?id=892
Local Government Reform in Tanzania 2002 - 2005: Summary of Research Findings on Governance, Finance and Service Delivery, O-H Fjeldstad, E Braathen and A Chaligha, 2006, REPOA
http://www.gsdrc.org/go/display&type=Document&id=2612&source=bulletin

















































