The Local Government Association of Zambia (LGAZ) 
participation in the 10th EDF Programming

Background

The revised text of the Cotonou Agreement signed between the African Caribbean Pacific (ACP) states and the European Union (EU) in 2005 clearly recognises local governments (LGs) as key actors of development that should participate in all aspects of development cooperation, i.e. programming, formulation, implementation and evaluation of the ACP-EU cooperation programmes and policies.

The LGAZ case
The case of the Local Government Association of Zambia (LGAZ) started in early 2006 at the beginning of the 10th EDF programming exercise. At this period, the ACP Local Government Platform (ACPLGP) advised ACP LGs to enter in contact with the National Authorising Officer (NAO) and the Delegation of the European Commission (EC) of their country in order to participate in the dialogue taking place in each ACP country to discuss the strategies and programmes of ACP-EU cooperation under the 10th EDF (2008-2013).
Following the Platform instruction, the LGAZ sent a first letter to the NAO explaining their willingness to be involved in the programming process. They got a negative response explaining that despite LGs are recognised as important actors in development, there is no provision foreseen for them in the future EDF.
With the information given by the LGAZ the Platform contacted the EC headquarters (DG-Development and EuropeAid) and the ACP Secretariat and complained that if in theory LGs are encouraged to be involved in the cooperation process, in practice they are still excluded from the process. The Platform requested therefore the official parties to instruct the NAOs/EC Delegations on the new provision foreseen for LG and to send a strong political signal to the latter to make mentalities change.

The Zambian case became rapidly “the ACP LG case” and served as example to other national associations of LG to encourage them to undertake similar initiative. While the Platform was dealing with the ACP-EU institution headquarters, the LGAZ sent a formal letter to the EC Delegation.
The fruit of our effort came few weeks later when the LGAZ was formally invited by the EC Delegation to have a first meeting with high representatives of the NAO and the Delegation. Various points were agreed during the meeting, including: the LGAZ will be involved in all future meetings of the 10th EDF programming; consideration will be made to extend EDF support to LG through the focal areas relating to district infrastructure and the non focal sectors agriculture and food security; consideration will also be made to support selected urban LG with respect to appropriate planning and upgrading of road infrastructure; the EC will support good governance and in particular decentralisation. Lastly, both parties agreed that the LGAZ will be supported to lobby for increased allocation of budget resource to LG funded out of the EU direct budget support.
As a result, the LGAZ is now fully involved in all meetings related to the 10th EDF exercise. Their comments on the Country Strategy Paper have been taken into account in the finalisation of the document. Recently the LGAZ has been invited to another meeting with the Delegation to discuss about possible specific areas of assistance they could benefit from in the decentralisation implementation process.
Conclusion

The LGAZ case has served as stimulus to other ACP LG national associations which contacted the Platform in order to get similar support. Some of them have started the process and are on the right track to get similar result.
For those LG national associations wishing to be involved in the ACP-EC cooperation processes, it is never too late to enter in contact with their respective NAO/Delegation
. The Platform is at their disposal to provide any support/facilitation they might need.

============

The ACP Local Government Platform (ACPLGP) is an umbrella organisation established in 2001 by mayors and representatives of existing local government associations across the ACP countries. Its mission is to promote ACP local government’s role in the cooperation strategies and programmes supported under the Cotonou Agreement. The Platform plays three major roles to its members: representation and advocacy; information and network services; and technical support. Through its quarterly newsletter, which is also available on the website, the Platform keeps ACP LGs informed of the evolution in the 10th EDF exercise and of any other opportunities for participation under other EU instruments. Further information on the Platform is available on its website: www.acplgp.net 

� The European Development Fund (EDF) is the financial instrument of ACP-EU cooperation within the Cotonou Agreement framework. Each EDF covers a period of 5 or 6 years. The 10th EDF is under preparation up till end 2007 and will cover 2008-2013. The preparation process started with the programming phase, in the course of 2006 and early 2007, which consisted of defining the strategies and programmes of ACP-EU cooperation in each ACP country for the next 5/6 years. The programming phase is followed by the formulation, implementation and evaluation phases. Local government, being clearly recognised as key actor of development in the revised Cotonou Agreement, is entitled to be involved in all phases of the cooperation process.


� Useful information per country is available at


� HYPERLINK "http://www.acp-programming.eu/wcm/index.php?option=com_content&task=section&id=24&Itemid=177" ��http://www.acp-programming.eu/wcm/index.php?option=com_content&task=section&id=24&Itemid=177�








