Newsletter N°8 - September 2007
The ACP Local Government Platform e-Newsletter is an electronic newsletter produced every three months by the ACP Local Government Platform (ACPLGP). The editor of this e-Newsletter invites readers to make comments & contribute news on local government issues from their organizations, local authorities & countries. This Newsletter is also accessible via the ACPLGP Website at http://www.acplgp.net.
***********************************************************************************************************************************

EC Grant for ACP local authorities through the NSA-LA programme

***********************************************************************************************************************************

The ‘Non-State Actors and Local Authority in Development’ – NSA-LA thematic programme is an “actor-oriented” programme aimed at capacity building through support to “own” initiatives from non-state actors and local authorities originating from the EU and partner countries including the ACP States. The programme aims to provide capacity building to NSA and LA in order to facilitate their involvement in the policy-making process and to enhance their capacity to deliver basic services to the poorest people in developing countries. The programme is subsidiary and complementary to that of the geographic programmes (National/Regional Indicative Programme – NIP/RIP for ACP) which remain the primary framework for EC cooperation with partner countries.

The NSA-LA programme will be implemented in two phases, 2007-2010 and 2011-2013, and local authorities are entitled to up to 15% of the total budget allocated to the programme (85% being earmarked to NSA). This represents a grant of almost Euro 30 million per year accessible through calls for proposals (CfP). It is an annual programme but activities proposed can cover more than one year.

The programme is made up of three objectives:

· Objective 1: Interventions in developing countries (82% of fund)

· Objective 2: Awareness raising and development education (14 % of fund)

· Objective 3: Networking between NSA & LA in Europe (2% of fund)

Objective 2 and 3 are accessible only to EU actors, whereas objective 1 is accessible to all actors from EU and partner countries, including ACP states. Therefore ACP local authorities’ attention should focus on objective 1 which will absorb 82% of the programme budget (the remaining 2% is for management and evaluation of the programme).

What do you need to know about grant through call for proposal?

· Grants involve co-financing, which means you have to finance part of your project.

· The grant will be available through call for proposals (CfP).

· Call for proposal means actors are invited to submit project proposals that should satisfy the criteria defined in the CfP.

· CfP will be announced in the EC delegation website for in-country interventions and in the EuropeAid website for global interventions.

· Each CfP will provide information on the type of projects that will be considered for funding and on specific conditions to be met (criteria).

· Only the best proposals (the number of which will depend on the available budget) will be selected.

About Objective 1: Interventions in developing countries

· The programme can finance local interventions (in-country) or global (multi-country/multi-region) interventions.

· Calls for proposals and contracts will be managed by EC delegations for local interventions and by the EC headquarter (EuropeAid) for global interventions.

· Only a limited number of countries will be eligible. The country eligibility criteria include:

· For local interventions: country where the situation is not conducive to NSA/LA involvement (no agreement with government, no/suspended country strategy paper, NSA/LA do not have access to the NIPs/RIPs); for population out of reach of mainstream services or excluded from policy making.

· For global interventions: cross-cutting actions, multi-region/multi-country initiatives which are ensured more efficiently through this programme than through geographic programmes.

· Delegation with enough capacity to manage the programme (launch the call for proposals, select projects, sign and manage contracts)

· Applicants will be eligible according to some criteria such as financial capacity, management capacity, etc. However these criteria will be flexible for LAs.

· ACP LAs can submit their own project. However they are encouraged to submit a joint project with those EU & non-EU actors that have more experience in call for proposals procedures.

· Further details on the eligibility criteria (country, applicant, projects, etc.) and co-financing rules will be communicated when available.

The first call for proposals will be launched in late 2007 – early 2008. Those interested should already start to get familiar with the programme and the call for proposal procedure. The following documents are available:

NSA-LA Strategy Paper

http://www.acplgp.net/library/publications/non_state_actors_and_local_authorities_strategy_paper
Practical guide to EC contract procedure – See Chapter 6 - Grants

http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/work/procedures/implementation/common_documents/practical_guide/new_prag_final_en.pdf
Standard application form grant – See E3b

http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/work/procedures/implementation/grants/annexes_standard_documents/index_en.htm
EC Delegation website: http://ec.europa.eu/external_relations/delegations/intro/web.htm
EuropeAid website: http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/tender/index_en.htm
***********************************************************************************************************************************

News from the EU:
***********************************************************************************************************************************

· New financial rules facilitate use of EU funds

The European Union has a new set of financial rules to better use EU funds in the 2007-2013 financial framework. The new rules simplify access to funding and reduce administrative procedures to a strict minimum. The New Financial Regulation for both grants and public contracts includes:

- Grants of up to €25,000 require less documentation.

- Work done by staff may replace cash co-financing for grants.

- The financial guarantees required for grants below €60,000 prior to initial payment may be waived, after having assessed the financial risk.

- Purchases of up to €60 000 using grant money may be made with the minimum of rules to be respected, only the principle of sound financial management and the absence of conflict of interests will be required.

- Higher threshold (€60,000 instead of €50,000) for award of public contracts with simplified purchasing procedures.

- Higher threshold to allow organisations competing for low-value EU contracts to make a simple declaration on their honour, replacing complex evidence showing no previous malpractice convictions.

- Simplifications for award of public contracts in the field of external aid with much higher thresholds (up to €5,000,000 for works).

For more information: http://ec.europa.eu/budget/other_main/funds_rules_en.htm 
· ECPDM Pelican Initiative – Strengthening monitoring & evaluation capacities of local stakeholders of decentralisation
The second round of discussions has been launched on the topic of strengthening the monitoring and evaluation (M&E) capacities of local stakeholders of decentralisation and municipal development processes. It takes place on the Pelican e-platform. Two new case studies are presented and deal with monitoring of social service provision which discuss experiences with testing multi-stakeholder approaches to monitoring service delivery by municipalities and their collaboration with civil society, private sector and representatives of the central state, operating in the sector in Mali and Benin.
The first case study describes the experience of an action research project focused on testing a tool for monitoring and managing basic information in public health at the local level in Mali. The study shows how joint monitoring of health indicators by stakeholders of health services at the municipal level can help to improve their collaboration and understanding of the key issues at stake. The paper also discusses the challenges faced when introducing such a system in the context of a rather centralised management of statistics on health and fragmented competencies for the provisioning of health services at the local level. Link to the study:
http://www.dgroups.org/groups/pelican/docs/Mali_health_en.pdf?ois=no 

The Beninese case describes how the approach can complement existing quantitative monitoring systems by helping to '(...) pinpoint the causes of good or bad public-service performance'. The formulation of additional indicators by local actors, in addition to the national education norms and standards, is also very helpful to learn more about what they consider a good quality service, and as a means to stimulate exchanges of views and dialogue among these actors. The authors of the case study also argue that such effects can become sustainable only when local organisations' capacities are further strengthened so that they will be able to ensure the implementation of the approach, and promote its results. Link to the study:
http://www.dgroups.org/groups/pelican/docs/Benin_SILP_en.pdf?ois=no
To participate in the e-Platform Pelican, contact Niels Keijzer: nk@ecdpm.org
***********************************************************************************************************************************

News from ACP Local Governments

***********************************************************************************************************************************

· Good Practice Scheme brings tangible benefits to local government

Local government international partnership programme brings tangible benefits to their communities, according to the review of a Commonwealth Local Government (CLGF) partnership programme between South Africa and other Commonwealth countries. The CLGF, in partnership with the South African Local Government Association (SALGA) and Ekurhuleni Metropolitan Municipality, held a national dissemination seminar to review the programme, called the Commonwealth Local Government Good Practice Scheme (GPS) funded by Dfid. In South Africa, the programme has supported local government partnerships between South African Municipalities and other stakeholders such as SALGA and the Institute of Local Government Management, and their counterparts in the UK and other Commonwealth countries. Read more:

http://www.clgf.org.uk/index.cfm/pageid/12/type/Latest%20News/view/122/Good+Practice+Scheme+brings+tangible+benefits+to+local+government
· Municipal Development Partnership - MDP Eastern and Southern Africa and PDM Western and Central Africa establish a common ground and approach to support local government capacity building

On 20 July 2007 MDP-ESA and PDM-WCA signed a Communiqué in which the two sister organisations agreed to work closely in their bid to support local government capacity building in Africa. The Communiqué was signed by Mr Biram Owens Ndiaye, Regional Director of PDM and Mr George Matovu, Regional Director of MDP-ESA in Cotonou, Benin. Both directors agreed that considering their common history and convergence, they should forge greater collaboration between themselves for the benefit of UCLGA and the local government fraternity as a whole. Read more: http://www.asaaf.org.zw/Newsletter_July_2007_SPB.pdf 
***********************************************************************************************************************************

Announcement:

***********************************************************************************************************************************

· CALGA President, ACPLGP administrator and CLGF Chair Robert Montague gets local government portfolio in Jamaica’s new government

Mr Montague has been appointed by Jamaica Prime Minister Golding as Minister of State in the Prime Minister’s Office with responsibility for local government and local government reforms. He swore in as Minister of State on 17 September. The new administration aims to strengthen the parish councils so that they can offer better service delivery to residents. Mr Montague said “We want to put the power into the hands of the local authorities and the local councils, so that the citizens can get the sort of service that they pay for”.

· Local Governance and Development Journal

The Aim of the Local Governance and Development Journal is to serve as a forum for exchange of ideas, opinions and research findings so as to promote and enhance participatory governance for social accountability. In line with the practice in the field of local governance and development, the journal is multi-disciplinary in nature and seeks to promote the interchange of ideas amongst practitioners, researchers and academics in the region. The journal is both a medium and forum of knowledge exchange on issues and opportunities in the development and management of urban and rural local government in Africa. The journal will be produced bi-annually, in June and December. It will have sections on scholarly articles, country reports and opinions, book reviews and recent publications. http://www.asaaf.org.zw/AFRICAN_LOCAL_GOVERNANCE_2007.pdf
· Issue n.1 of the new edition of The Courier is out

For over 20 years (1970-2003) The Courier, formerly The ACP-EU Courier, was an important source of information on cooperation between African, Caribbean and Pacific countries and the European Union. After a

 four-year break, the magazine has been relaunched with a fresh, contemporary layout. The new edition reflects the current international context and aims to reach an ever-wider public, especially amongst women and youth, and extend coverage to all aspects of relations and cooperation between the two blocs of nations. Read more: http://www.acp.int/en/courier/new_courier_announcement_e.htm
· Hutchinson elected European Parliament Development Committee coordinator

The Belgian member of the European Parliament (MEP) Alain Hutchinson has been elected Socialist Group Coordinator for the Development Committee within the European Parliament. He succeeds Dutch MEP Max van den Berg who has left Parliament to take on a new role in the Netherlands. After his election Alain Hutchinson said he would be guided first and foremost by the need for practical results on the ground, i.e., direct benefits for populations in the South. Development Committee website:

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/expert/committees/presentation.do?committee=2347&rewritten&language=EN
· Pan African Press Association launches first database of press releases relating to Africa
Based in Paris (France), the Pan African Press Association (APPA) gathers a majority of French-speaking and English-speaking African media, and also journalists in charge with Africa in the Western media.  The APPA represents the African media near the European, Pan African and international institutions. Through APPA-SOURCE website, the APPA offers to the African journalists, like with the journalists in charge with Africa in the Western media, a free access to the whole of the press releases relating to Africa.

***********************************************************************************************************************************

Events:

***********************************************************************************************************************************

· “A safe city is a just city: World Habitat Day 2007” – The Hague on 1-2 October and Monterrey, Mexico on 1-5 October 2007 - http://www.worldhabitatday2007.org/ 
http://www.unhabitat.org/categories.asp?catid=545
· ‘Cities, patrimony et local development’ – 27th General assembly of the International Association of French-speaking Mayors (AIMF), Hué, Vietnam, 24-26 Octobre 2007 
http://www.aimf.asso.fr/images/ville/335_1.pdf
· ‘Changing cities are driving our world’ - 2nd UCLG World Congress – Jeju, South Korea, 28-31 October 2007 - http://www.uclg2007jeju.org/
· CIFAL International Training Centre for Local Authorities/Actors, 5 and 26 November 2007
Burkina Faso: ‘Sustainable urbanisation and access to basic services’ in cooperation with the International Association of French-speaking Mayors (AIMF), United Cities against Poverty, the Urban Community of Lyon and VEOLIA Environment. Workshop on ‘Urban Transport’ on 5 November 2007:

http://dcp.unitar.org/CIFAL-Ouagadougou.html
South Africa: ‘Sustainable urbanisation and the Information Society’ in cooperation with the South African Local Government Association (SALGA), the New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD) and VEOLIA Environment. Workshop on ‘Local Government & Public health’ on 26 November 2007:
http://dcp.unitar.org/CIFAL-Durban.html
· 14th ACP-EU Joint Parliamentary Assembly session, 19-22 November 2007
The 14th session will be organised between 19 and 22 November 2007 in Kigali, Rwanda.

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/intcoop/acp/10_01/default_en.htm
· Pan African Conference of Ministers of Local Government on Leadership Capacity for Decentralised Governance and Poverty Reduction in Africa, 20-22 November 2007, Monrovia, Liberia

The theme of the Conference – co-organised by MDP-ESA, UNDESA, UNCDF, UNDP and the Government of Liberia – is “From policy to implementation: Challenges and Strategies for effective Implementation of Decentralised Governance in Africa”. The principal objective of the conference is to give an opportunity to ministers and their officials to review and exchange experiences on leadership in Africa with respect to the implementation of decentralised policies and local level development. The conference is intended for ministers in charge of local governments and their senior civil servants, local government political and administrative/technical leaders, representatives from civil society, representatives of European Regional Assemblies and Municipalities participating in Euro-Africa Partnership for Decentralised Governance as well as representatives of the international development partners. Read more: http://www.asaaf.org.zw/liberia2007.pdf

















































