Newsletter N°9 - December 2007
The ACP Local Government Platform e-Newsletter is an electronic newsletter produced every three months by the ACP Local Government Platform (ACPLGP). The editor of this e-Newsletter invites readers to make comments & contribute news on local government issues from their organizations, local authorities & countries. This Newsletter is also accessible via the ACPLGP Website at http://www.acplgp.net.

*****************************************************************************************************************

News from the ACP Local Government Platform (ACPLGP) 

*****************************************************************************************************************

· New member of the ACPLGP: The Association Internationale des Maires Francophones (AIMF)

At the last Management Committee meeting held in Brussels on 6th November, the Committee welcomed the AIMF as a new member of the ACP-LG Platform. Created in 1979 on the initiative of the mayors of Paris and Quebec, the AIMF gathers today 166 capital cities and metropolises dedicated to promote good municipal governance. Thanks to its territorial expert’s network, it accompanies mayors in the decentralisation processes and in the implementation of their urban organisation policies. The seminars which it organises regularly constitute for mayors an international forum, but also a platform for exchange and reflection. In 1990, the AIMF created a cooperation fund for public amenities projects. In 1995, during the Cotonou Summit, the AIMF has become the operating agency of the Organisation Internationale de la Francophonie for decentralised cooperation. So far, more than 400 projects have been realised since the creation of the association. For further information please see: http://www.aimf.asso.fr/ 

***********************************************************************************************************************************

NSA-LA Thematic programme – Call for proposals – Deadline 11 February 2008 for submission of Concept Notes
***********************************************************************************************************************************

The Annual Action Plan 2007 for the implementation of the new thematic programme on Non-state actors (NSA) and Local authorities (LA) is now available at: http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/where/worldwide/civil-society/documents/nsa-la_annual_action_programme_2007_en.pdf
The following information concerns only ACP local government. As a reminder, ACP local government are eligible only to the objective 1, i.e. actions in partner countries including ACP, with two categories of interventions: in-country and multi-country interventions.
In-country intervention (action taking place in a single partner country).
General objective: to reduce poverty in the context of sustainable development, including the pursuit of the MDGs and other internationally agreed targets.

Specific objectives:

· Benefit populations out of reach of mainstream services and resources and excluded from policy making processes;

· Strengthen the capacity of civil society organisations and local authorities in partner countries, with a view to facilitating their participation in defining sustainable development strategies and in implementing actions aiming at poverty reduction;

· Facilitate interaction between state and non-state actors in different contexts and supports on increased role for local authorities in decentralisation processes.

Actions must correspond to at least one of the above three specific objectives and should always contain a significant element of capacity building geared towards local development actors, be it NSA, LA or more informal groupings of beneficiaries.

Such actions can cover a wide range of activities and in particular:

· innovative approaches of NSA and LA in the provision of social and other services (notably in the field of economic as well as rural and urban development);

· institutional and technical support (internal governance, dialogue, strengthening of implementation and networking capacities etc.);

· advocacy and monitoring of public policy making and implementation

· awareness raising and policy research (data gathering etc.) aimed  at a better formulation, implementation and evaluation of development policies at all levels.

Eligible countries: There are two categories of eligible countries:
· Countries for which LA have to submit their proposal before the 11 February 2008 to the EC Headquarter. 24 ACP countries are concerned. These are: Burundi, Cape Verde, Comoros, Djibouti, Ethiopia, Gambia, Ghana, Haiti, Kiribati, Lesotho, Liberia, Mali, Mauritania, Niger, Nigeria, Sao Tome & Principe, Senegal, Solomon Islands, Tanzania, Timor-Leste, Togo and Tuvalu. Euro 6.676.5000 are available for those countries.
· Countries for which LA have to submit their proposal to the EC Delegations, for which the call for proposal will be released before the end of January 2008. These countries have to regularly check the delegation website where the call for proposals will be posted on. 9 ACP countries are concerned. These are: 
	Eligible country
	Amount of the EC grant (Euro)
	EC Delegation website

	Chad
	100.000
	www.deltcd.ec.europa.eu

	Guyana
	300.000
	www.delguy.ec.europa.eu

	Malawi
	400.000
	www.delmwi.ec.europa.eu

	Mozambique
	500.000
	www.delmoz.ec.europa.eu

	Central Africa Republic
	350.000
	www.delcaf.ec.europa.eu

	Rwanda
	200.000
	www.delrwa.ec.europa.eu

	Sierra Leone
	450.000
	www.delsle.ec.europa.eu

	Zambia
	750.000
	www.delzmb.ec.europa.eu

	Zimbabwe
	300.000
	www.delzwe.ec.europa.eu


Co-financing rule: the maximum rate of EC co-financing of the action total eligible costs is 90%

Grant size: minimum Euro 20.000 and maximum Euro 1.000.000

Duration of the action: minimum 12 months and maximum 60 months

Multi-country intervention (actions in at least 2 partner countries including the above mentioned eligible countries) and actions in Least Developed Countries (LDCs) or Low Income Countries (LICs) except the above mentioned countries. This means all ACP countries are eligible for the multi-country intervention programme, whereas all ACP countries, minus the above mentioned countries, are eligible for actions in LDCs and LICs. This provision for LDCs and LICs is new.
General objective: to reduce poverty in the context of sustainable development, including the pursuit of the MDGs and other internationally agreed targets.

Specific objective: the specific objective of the programme is to support actions aimed at promoting an inclusive and empowered society in partner countries.

Priority will be given to global, multi-country actions with a multi-actor approach comprising activities aiming at:

· improving the capacity of Non-State Actors and Local Authorities from those partner countries to engage in local, national and international decision making processes;

· improving linkages, partnerships and networking (North-South and South-South) between Non-State Actors and Local Authorities from the European Community and from the partner countries (thematic fora, coordination, consensus building, advocacy, communication and information systems, etc.);

· providing innovative service delivery and service delivery in difficult/out of reach environments;

· strengthening strategic partnerships, networks and cooperation between Non-State Actors and Local Authorities from the partner countries;

· facilitating interaction and exchanges between State and Non-State Actors in different contexts and support an increased role for Local Authorities in decentralisation processes.

All actions should be based on an initiative of local partners and should ensure their involvement during all stages of the implementation of the action. Actions proposed by NSA or LA originating from the European Union must be based on an established and effective partnership with local organisations in the partner countries where the actions are taking place. Equally, actions proposed by NSA or LA from a partner country must be carried out in close cooperation with partners established in the other country/ies where the actions are taking place.

Actions under this programme can cover a wide range of activities, including innovative approaches in the provision of social and other services (notably in the field of economic as well as rural and urban development), trans-national exchanges and networking/coordination between Non State Actors and Local Authorities (North-South and South-South), measures aiming at confidence building, dissemination of best practices at global or regional level. 

Co-financing rule: the maximum rate of EC co-financing of the action total eligible costs is 90%

Grant size: minimum Euro 500.000 and maximum Euro 4.000.000 for multi-country interventions; minimum Euro 20.000 and maximum Euro 1.000.000 for actions in LDCs and LICs
Duration of the action: minimum 24 months and maximum 60 months for multi-country intervention; minimum 12 months and maximum 60 months for actions in LDCs and LICs.
The following information concerns both in-country and multi-country interventions
How to apply and the procedures to follow

The system of restricted calls for proposals is used. This means applicants will only have to submit the Concept Note before 11 February 2008. Only those who have their concept note pre-selected, will be invited to submit the complete application form. Applications must be submitted in accordance with the guidance on the Concept note included in the Grant Application Form annexed to the Guidelines (Annex A, Part A and also enclosed with this newsletter) taking care to use the correct application documents.
· Concept Notes must be submitted in one of the following Community languages: English, French, Spanish or Portuguese, whichever is commonly used in the country of origin of the target population.  

· In the Concept Note, the applicants must only provide an estimate of the total eligible costs of the action together with the amount of contribution and percentage requested from the European Commission. Only the applicants invited to submit a full proposal in the second phase will be required to present a detailed budget. This detailed budget may not vary from the initial estimate by more than 20%. The applicant is free to adapt the percentage of co-financing required as long as it does not exceed the maximum percentage of co-financing and as long as the minimum and maximum amount of co-financing, as laid down in the Guidelines, is respected (see section 1.3). 

· Any error or major discrepancy related to the points listed in the guidance on the Concept Note may lead to the rejection of the Concept Note.

· Hand-written Concept Notes will not be accepted.

· The Concept Note together with the Checklist for the Concept Note (Part A, section II of the Grant Application Form) and the Declaration by the applicant for the Concept Note (Part A, section III of the Grant Application Form) must be submitted in one paper original in A4 format.

· Concept Notes must be submitted as well in electronic format (CD-Rom). The electronic version must be identical to the submitted paper version.

· Concept Notes sent by any other means (e.g. by fax or by email) or delivered to other addresses will be rejected.

· Only the Concept Note form will be evaluated. It is therefore of utmost importance that this document contains ALL relevant information concerning the action. No additional annexes should be submitted.

Where and how to send Concept Notes?
You have to send your Concept note before 11 February 2008 (date at place of dispatch), as evidenced by the postmark or the date of the deposit slip, at the following postal address:
European Commission

EuropeAid Cooperation Office

Unit F/4 - Finance, Contracts and Audit for Thematic Budget Lines 

Call for Proposals Sector

Attn. Ms Pascale Noël

Office: L 41 – 03/138

B-1049 Brussels, Belgium

Further information for Concept Notes

Questions concerning this call for proposals may be sent by email no later than 21 days before the deadline for the submission of Concept Notes to: EuropeAid-IC2007@ec.europa.eu. Replies will be given no later than 11 days before the deadline. Questions that may be relevant to other applicants, together with the answers, will be published on the internet at the EuropeAid website:  http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/cgi/frame12.pl
Evaluation of Concept Notes
The evaluation of the Concept Notes that have passed the first administrative check will cover the relevance of the action, its merits and effectiveness, its viability and sustainability. The Concept Note will be given an overall score out of 50 points in accordance with the breakdown provided in the Evaluation Grid below. The evaluation criteria are divided into headings and subheadings. Each subheading will be given a score between 1 and 5 in accordance with the following assessment categories: 1 = very poor; 2 = poor; 3 = adequate; 4 = good; 5 = very good.

	
	Scores

	1. Relevance of the action
	Sub-score
	15

	1.1 Relevance of the problems to needs and constraints of the country/region to be addressed in general, and to those of the target groups and final beneficiaries in particular.

1.2 Relevance to the objectives mentioned in the Guidelines.
	5


	

	
	5(x2)*
	

	2. Effectiveness and Feasibility of the action
	Sub-score
	25

	2.1  Assessment of the problem identification and analysis

2.2 Assessment of the proposed activities (practicality and consistency in relation to the objectives, purpose and expected results).

2.3 Assessment of the role and involvement of all stakeholders and proposed partners.
	5
	

	
	5(x2)*
	

	
	5(x2)*
	

	3. Sustainability of the action
	Sub-score
	10

	3.1 Assessment of the identification of the main assumptions and risks, before the start up and throughout the implementation period.

3.2 Assessment of the identification of long-term sustainable impact on the target groups and final beneficiaries.
	5
	

	
	5
	

	TOTAL SCORE
	
	50


*the scores are multiplied by 2 because of their importance

· Firstly, only the Concept Notes which have been given a score of a minimum of 12 points in the category "Relevance" as well as a minimum total score of 30 points will be considered for pre-selection. 

· Secondly, the list of Concept Notes will be reduced in accordance to the ranking to those whose sum of requested contributions amounts to at least two times the available budget for this Call for Proposals, taking into account the indicative financial envelopes foreseen. Applicants whose proposals have been pre-selected will subsequently be invited to submit Full Application Forms. 

Where to find documents?
http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/cgi/frame12.pl (click on ‘quick search (latest opportunities)’ and go down)
Call for Proposals - Non-State Actors and Local Authorities in Development - Actions in partner countries (Multi-country)

Reference: EuropeAid/126340/C/ACT/Multi

Budget EUR: 35047500

Status: Open (until 11.02.2008) 

Documents:   
Guidelines for Grant Applicants 
  
Annex A-Grant Application Form (Parts A and B) 
  Annex B-Budget.EN   Annex C-Logical Framework   
Lignes directrices a l intention des demandeurs 
  
Annexe A-Formulaire de demande de subvention (Parties A et B) 
  Annexe B-Budget FR   Annexe C-Cadre Logique 
Call for Proposals - Non-State Actors and Local Authorities in Development - Actions in partner countries (In-Country)

Reference: EuropeAid/126342/C/ACT/Multi

Budget EUR: 36855400

Status: Open (until 11.02.2008) 

Documents:   
Guidelines for Grant Applicants 
  
Annex A-Grant Application Form (Parts A and B) 
  Annex B-Budget EN   Annex C-Logical Framework   
Lignes directrices a l intention des demandeurs 
  
Annexe A-Formulaire de demande de subvention (Parties A et B) 
  Annexe B-Budget FR   Annexe C-Cadre Logique 
Indicative time table

	
	DATE

	Deadline for sending questions to the functional mailbox of the Call for Proposals (see section 2.2.4) 
	22 January 2008

	Deadline for the European Commission to reply to questions mentioned above
	31 January 2008

	Deadline for submission of Concept Notes                              (for hand-deliveries the date and time of Brussels apply)
	11 February 2008

	Notification of results of the opening & administrative check  of the Concept Notes (Step 1)
	19 March 2008

	End of the evaluation of the Concept Notes 
	31 March 2008

	Notification of results of the evaluation of the Concept Notes (Step 2)/ Invitations for submission of the Full Application Forms 
	21 April 2008

	Deadline for submission of the Full Application Forms        (for hand-deliveries the date and time of Brussels apply)
	10 June 2008

	Notification of results of the opening & administrative check  of the Full Application Forms (Step 3)
	10 July 2008

	End of the evaluation of the Full Application Forms
	20 July 2008

	Notification of results of the evaluation of the Full Application Forms  (Step 4)
	10 August 2008

	Notification of award (after Step 5 - the eligibility check)
	30 September 2008

	Contract signature
	By the end of December 2008


***********************************************************************************************************************************

Example of successful project that got European Commission grant: the pilot project “Water and Sanitation in four precarious housing areas in the city of Douala”

***********************************************************************************************************************************

The rapid urban growth which results in the explosion of infrastructure and urban service needs is at the heart of concerns of the majority of cities in ACP countries. As a result of decentralisation process, these cities have to incur more substantial expenses as regards infrastructure, economic development and essential urban services.

Drinking water supply and sanitation are two crucial development problems in the city of Douala counting more than 2 millions inhabitant. Like in many other cities in Africa, drinking water supply is insufficient: only 110.000 m3 per day against an estimated need of 250.000 m3.

As far as sanitation is concerned, it is the ‘urban disorder’, namely: degradation of urban landscape by irresponsible discharge of waste in inappropriate areas; drain obstruction due to various types of waste, with its consequences.

Context:

In the course of 2004, the city of Douala became an endemic city of cholera with a concentration in four main areas. This is the result of various factors, such as: fast growing and uncontrolled urbanisation; lifestyle and hygiene practice incompatible with urban area; lack of water and extremely limited sanitation conditions; etc.

The population was aware of the seriousness of the situation and was willing to make individual and collective efforts that will improve their access to drinking water, secured access to running water and disposal of liquid and solid waste.

An opportunity:

The urban community of Douala, joined by GTZ, took the opportunity of the ACP-EU Water Facility to submit a request for grant.

The qualification process lasted six months and was made up of two phases. Firstly, the community of Douala, with the support of GTZ, expressed its interest in participating in the Facility programme. The expression of interest focused on: i) presentation of the state of play and the challenges of the city in line with the programme; ii) presentation of the national sectoral policy in the field of water and sanitation, allowing to assess the integration of the project within the overall macro economic and institutional framework of the country.

Secondly, following the notice of pre-selection, a more elaborated dossier was submitted. The dossier revolved essentially around the ‘logical framework’ which includes: i) global and specific objectives of the Action; ii) proposed activities; iii) expected results; iv) monitoring indicators; v) detailed provisional budget of the Action; vi) sources of financing; and vii) planning and mechanism for procurement procedure for works, supplies and services.

In line with the 9th EDF rules of procedure, the National Authorising Officer endorsed the project vis-à-vis the Commission.

The project, approved, allowed the city of Douala to benefit from a grant of Euro 1.049.905, covering 75% of the total eligible cost of the project.

Reasons for success: prerequisite and arguments

· Information: a prerequisite. One had to be informed that, according to the revised Cotonou Agreement, local governments are eligible for EDF resources and that the Commission released the Water Facility.

· Guidelines scrupulously respected: it is capital. The project proposal should bring clear and precise responses and relevant analysis, with a particular attention to the description of the logical framework.

· Action presented as a capitalisation of experience in the mobilisation of communities. This shows the great potential for mobilising communities on development issues that concern them directly.

· Involvement of population and civil society in all phases of the Action. The project wants to show that it is possible to improve people’s life by involving them in the planning of activities, construction of public works and monitoring of operations. The success of the project could be a trigger for other bigger action involving other areas of the city.

· Precise justification of the role and level of involvement of each partner of the Action, notably civil society. As regards financing, the level of financial contribution of the primary beneficiary (Community of Douala) and GTZ is fixed at Euro 150.000 and 200.000 respectively, representing 10,7% and 14,3% of the total cost of the Action.

· Procedure and mechanism for internal monitoring and evaluation of the Action. A mechanism for internal monitoring and evaluation is foreseen in order to guarantee the efficiency and effectiveness of interventions and ensure the technical and financial monitoring. The mechanism involves key actors and partners, including the final beneficiaries (civil society and populations). The various mechanisms for monitoring to be foreseen are: a Steering committee, to ensure the overall supervision of the Action; internal communication, through quarterly and annual reports and monthly financial reports; management and financial review, done by the project team with GTZ support and which reports are submitted to the Steering committee; annual administrative and financial audit, by an independent auditor; internal evaluation after six months, external mid-term and final evaluation.

· Presentation of the expected results linked to verifiable and/or measurable indicators.

· Presentation of multiplier effects and short term and long term sustainability of the Action. The Action is presented as pilot. It is also foreseen, as regards sectoral policy in the field of water and sanitation, to serve check strategies and models of capacity strengthening and of upgrading of the quality of hygiene and sanitation services, in order to decrease at medium term the impact of disease on communities. Finally at institutional level, the Action is presented as an element ensuring the sustainability of sectoral policies in social development, health, water, from the Poverty Reduction Strategy Paper (PRSP).

Conclusion:

The factors allowing the Action to be successfully granted are multiple: i) search for sustainable solutions to crucial problems severely affecting the population, especially the poor; ii) effective involvement of civil society and the population in the different phases of the Action; iii) adoption of a ‘multi-actor’ approach by involving, alongside with civil society, interested development partners; and iv) promotion of transparency and the culture of objectively verifiable result and evaluation.

***********************************************************************************************************************************

News from the EU:
***********************************************************************************************************************************

· ACP local government participation in ACP-EU cooperation process: make your voice heard!
During a meeting with EuropeAid, the ACP-LG Platform has been informed of the following: EC delegations have been instructed that by 2008 they have to establish dialogue with civil society and local government and will systematically invite them to discuss about the National Indicative Programme (NIP) and thematic programme, and the coordination between the two programmes. It will be an annual consultation at the beginning of each year.

If in the field, delegations do not respond to local government call by the end of the 1st trimester 2008, the Platform has been required to report it to the EC headquarters EuropeAid Unit F.
Therefore the ACPLGP encourages all national associations of local government to enter in contact with the EC delegation. Should you encounter any difficulty to do so, the Platform is at your disposal to provide you with facilitation, advice and support.

· Delay in the availability of the 10th EDF
As a result of the delays in the ratification process of the financing regulation concerning the 10th EDF and the revised Cotonou Agreement, funding from the 10th EDF will not be available before the 2nd semester 2008. Speaking to PACNEWS in the Ugandan capital, Kampala on 23 November, ACP Secretary General - Sir John Kaputin said the 10th EDF must have the support of both ACP and EU member states. “It should have two thirds majority of ACP states and all the 27 members of the European Union. As of now, only 30 of the 79 ACP countries have ratified the 10th EDF and 16 EU member states have given their approval”.

***********************************************************************************************************************************

News from ACP Local Governments

***********************************************************************************************************************************

· Local government's key role in transforming societies CLGF tells CHOGM, 20 November 2007

CLGF asked Commonwealth Heads of Government to recognise the important role of local government in transforming societies and presented a report assessing local democracy and governance in Uganda which shows that democratic local government has made an impact in helping to transform society in that country.

The report concludes that Uganda’s policy of decentralisation has greatly helped to transform society, and comprehensive legislation has made a solid foundation for local democracy. It says that local councils are thriving, the local government system is transparent and accountable, local leaders are open to scrutiny and decision making is participatory and inclusive. However, the report proposes greater civic education and adequate resources for local councils to ensure that they can fulfill their responsibilities.

“This study is an important pilot for the Commonwealth, to see how the principles we have developed for local democracy and good governance are being applied in practice,” said CLGF Chairperson Robert Montague.

· UCLG’s 2nd World Congress, Jeju, Korea, 28-31 October 2007

Nearly 2000 mayors, councillors, and representatives of cities and local and regional governments of the world came together on the island of Jeju in the Republic of Korea for the 2nd World Congress. At a time in history when the majority of the world’s population now resides in cities, local and regional governments expressed their most urgent aspirations and expectations, particularly concerning the protection of the environment and the fight against global warming, the promotion of peace through respect for human rights and cultural and ethnic diversity, and expanding local democracy within the collective pursuit of the Millennium Development Goals. The explosion in urbanisation presents new social, ethnic and cultural challenges. At the same time it offers local governments new opportunities to address these challenges in creative and innovative ways.

Success will depend on local governments having the authority, responsibilities and means necessary to meet the needs of the citizens. Local governments must harness the principles embodied in the United Nations’ “Guidelines on Decentralisation”. UCLG Global Report on Decentralisation and Local Democracy, the first edition of which was launched in Jeju, is a significant tool in supporting the implementation of the Guidelines’ principles. Faced with urban explosion and the associated infrastructure threats, local and regional authorities also call upon national governments and international institutions to fulfil their promises made in the Millennium Declaration. Furthermore, local and regional government representatives are putting forward a proposal for a fully transparent and straightforward process for re-routing 20% of Public Development Aid to the sphere of government closest to the people.
· 27th General Meeting of the AIMF, Hué, Vietnam, 24-26 October 2007: Recommendation of mayors
Following the AIMF General Meeting, in order to exchange know-how in ‘local good governance and access to international funds’ mayors made some recommendation and in particular requested AIMF to:

· to deepen the dialogue between AIMF and the European commission
· to organise and facilitate the promotion of the interests of AIMF members vis-à-vis international donors:

· to facilitate a network of practitioners in European and international financing

· to join the ACP Local Government Platform (ACPLGP) and support the creation of a Platform of local government vis-à-vis the EU institutions
· to implement a lobbying strategy towards other European associations and institutions
· to facilitate AIMF members access to European and international fund:

· to set up an internet fora focused in European and international funding

· to establish within AIMF a network of experts in European and international financing

· to implement a training programme for mayors and local government staff on accessing international fund

For further information on the AIMF General Meeting: 

http://www.aimf.asso.fr/article22.asp?num_menu=1005&num_titre=59
***********************************************************************************************************************************

Announcement:

***********************************************************************************************************************************

· 15th Biennial National Delegates Conference of NALAG

The National Association of Local Authorities of Ghana (NALAG) has held its 15th Biennial National Delegates Conference from 17-19 October 2007. By the Constitution of the association a new National Executive Council was elected into office for a 2-year term from October 2007 to October 2009. The new National Executive Council has a new President in the person of Hon. Mawutor Goh, Mayor of Ho Municipal Assembly.
***********************************************************************************************************************************

Events:

***********************************************************************************************************************************

· Conference on Participatory Budgeting organised by MDP-ESA in Africa, 10-14 March 2008, Durban, South Africa

The Conference aims to bring together state-of-the art knowledge and experiences in participatory budgeting, and help key instructional practitioners to share experiences and hone in their skills. The conference will be designed as a process of learning, with systematic follow up, rather than a one-off event. The conference is part of an effort to support national institutions to share knowledge and contribute skills to promote participatory governance in Africa.
The conference revolves around strengthening budget transparency, participation and independent oversight.

The conference is the first of an initial series of two, and will focus predominantly on Anglophone African countries. Its main audience will be key staff (project managers, task leaders, capacity development coordinators) of African institutions (national and sub national government, CSOs, think-tanks), in the region, supporting decentralisation and public participation in local government budgeting.

To access the Registration Form and other documentation, please click

http://www-esd.worldbank.org/arspb/index.cfm 
To the general seminar/conference site, please click http://www.worldbank.org/africanpbseminar/ 

For more information please contact: George Matovu: gmatovu@mdopafrica.org.zw
· 15-20 March 2008, ACP-EU Joint Parliamentary Assembly, Ljublijana (Slovenia)
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/intcoop/acp/10_01/default_en.htm
***********************************************************************************************************************************

Reading

***********************************************************************************************************************************

‘Supporting Decentralisation and Local Governance in Third Countries’, ECDPM, 2007. The European Commission (EC), much like other donor agencies, is providing growing levels of funds to support decentralisation and local governance in many parts of the world. Yet this is still a relatively new area of work for the European Commission. Not surprisingly, staff involved in direct or indirect support to decentralisation and local governance, struggle with many thorny ‘how to’ questions. To respond to this need, the European Commission took the initiative to produce a Reference Document that should serve as a practical tool to help EC staff to better understand the ‘politics’ of decentralisation and local governance processes; to support the formulation and implementation of nationally and locally owned decentralisation policies; and to improve the coherence between the sector support being provided by the European Commission (e.g. in health or education) and ongoing decentralisation processes. http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/what/governance-democracy/documents/decentralisation_local_governance_refdoc_final_en.pdf

















































