Newsletter N°12 - September 2008
The ACP Local Government Platform e-Newsletter is an electronic newsletter produced every three months by the ACP Local Government Platform (ACPLGP). The editor of this e-Newsletter invites readers to make comments & contribute news on local government issues from their organizations, local authorities & countries. This Newsletter is also accessible via the ACPLGP Website at http://www.acplgp.net.

***********************************************************************************************************************************

European Development Days 2008 – 15-17 November in Strasburg, France: The role of local authorities and the local dimension to development
***********************************************************************************************************************************

Following the EDD events in 2006 (on governance) and 2007 (on climate change), this third edition of the event will focus on the role of local authorities and the local dimension to development. The EDD provide a unique opportunity for debating, exchanging new ideas, creating synergies and launching practical initiatives. The EDD have become a regular high-level event in the European and international calendar. Every year since 2006 the event has hosted more than 3,000 participants from all continents, representing some 1,200 organisations from the development sector. The event gives everyone a say: public administrations, parliaments, local authorities, civil society, international organisations, academics, development agencies, the private sector an the media. The EDD also aim to raise public awareness of development cooperation issues.

Press file : Local Governance - Acting on the local level to succeed on the global level

Founded on the principles of participation, transparency and responsibility, democratic local governance is fundamental for making local public institutions (municipalities, regions, etc.) more efficient and for responding better to the citizens’ needs. It is an inclusive decision-making process which allows for development strategies to be adapted to local needs and to take into consideration local sociocultural nuances. 
Democratic local governance is manifested in a participatory approach through the preparation, implementation and management of programmes and local development projects whose main objective is the equal access to essential services such as health, water, education, justice for everyone, respect and promotion of human rights and fundamental freedoms. 
Local authorities are the main actors of this dynamic who encourage different local partners to work together to achieve the Millennium Development Goals. In this context, the European Commission will propose, in its Communication “Local authorities: actors for development”, to formulate a strategic framework on the EU level to support the efforts of these key development actors.
Main themes of the European Development Days 2008
As a principle theme of the European Development Days, local governance will be at the heart of several events organised in Strasburg from 15 to 17 November. 

PLENARY SESSIONS:
· Local governance - A key for improving food security?

Policy-maker and high-level development players will share their experience during this plenary session Sunday morning by debating the local approach to governance in the framework of solving one of the biggest problems of today: the food crisis. “Food security: from global governance to local development” – Sunday 16 November 2008, 11h-13h

· Local governance: a key for achieving the Millennium Development Goals?

The closing plenary session of the European Development Days will be devoted to giving local governance strategies and development action plans to achieve the MDG. Heads of State from the north and south, ministers and senior institutional officials will try to answer the questions, “Tomorrow 2015: What perspectives are there for local governance? – Closing Ceremony. Monday 17 November 2008, 16h30-17h30

ROUND TABLES:
· “Local Governance and the Millennium Development Goals: local authorities in the center of access to essential services”. Monday 17 November 2008, 14-16h 

· “Local Governance, participation of citizens: political awareness and citizen commitment: the role of local authorities”. Monday 17 November 2008 14-16h

EVENTS ORGANISED BY STAKEHOLDERS:
· “Harmonisation and adaptation of local governance and decentralisaton in Tanzania and South Africa (INWENT)”. Sunday 16 November 2008, 14-16h 

· “Local development cooperation in Germany: Concepts, strategies and external support” (INWENT). Sunday 16 November 2008, 14-16h 

· “Millionaire Cities: Stakes and financing (UCLG, EC)” Sunday 16 November 2008, 16h30-18h30 

· “Local authority and aid effectiveness (European Parliament)”. Monday 17 November 2008, 09h30-11h 

· “Capacity building for local governance (SNV)”. Monday 17 November 2008, 11h30-13h 

· “The European Charter for Local Governance (MAEE, EC)”. Monday 17 November 2008

More information on: www.eudevdays.eu
***********************************************************************************************************************************

NSA-LA Thematic programme – Interim results of 2007 AAP and information on 2008 AAP
***********************************************************************************************************************************

Preliminary results of the 2007 Annual Action Plan for ACP local authorities (LA):

In-country (centralised: managed in Brussels)

Budget available for LA: Euro 6.7 million

Received proposals: 36 out of which 34 from the ACP

Selected proposals: 12 out of which 11 from the ACP – Total budget: Euro 3.1 million

Multi-country (centralised)
Budget available for LA: Euro 7.8 million

Received proposals: 21 out of which 9 from the ACP

Selected proposals: 6 out of which 3 from the ACP – Total budget: Euro 5.7 million

One of the reasons that could explain the law rate of success of AAP 2007 is that applicants did not have enough time for preparation. The following information will help those interested to already prepare their project in order to be ready for the next call for proposals which will be launched around late 2008-early 2009.

In addition the ACPLGP will monitor the implementation of the 2007 AAP. Local governments in the field are encouraged to inform us about any problem/limitation that you have faced during the call for proposals phase or would face in the coming months during the implementation. Based on information you will provide us, the Platform will contact the competent EC Headquarter services to contribute to solving these problems and improving future calls for proposals. We also encourage you to engage in permanent dialogue with the EC delegations. You can contact us at: platform@acplgp.net 

2008 Annual Action Plan:

For 2008 the annual plan is similar to the 2007 plan. However there will be two fundamental changes:

· The Commission has decided, for this year, to merge the 2008 and 2009 annual budgets. This means:

· For the 2008 call for proposals, the overall budget will be doubled (subject to final validation in this sense during the voting of the EU budget)
· There will not be any call for proposals in 2009. The next call will be published in 2010. A call for proposals will only be published in 2009 if the Commission does not receive enough good projects for the 2008 call.

· There will be two separated calls for proposals for the multi-country intervention: one for non state actors and another for local authorities in order to further take into consideration the specificity of local authorities.

ACP local government are highly advised to develop partnership with those ACP/EU NSA-LA and development cooperation agencies that have experience in EC call for proposals procedures.
For recall, the NSA-LA thematic programme is made up of three objectives, but only objective 1 is of interest to ACP local government (objective 1a for in-country intervention and objective 1b for multi country intervention), aiming at promoting inclusive and empowered society in partner countries.
General information for ACP local authorities on the two types of interventions

· Calls for proposals for the NSA-LA thematic programme are ‘restricted’ calls: applicants should, at a first phase, submit only a concept note of presentation. These notes will be evaluated by the Commission. Following the evaluation, if your application is pre-selected, you will receive an invitation to submit the complete application form which will be evaluated.
· The EC grant cannot exceed 90% of the total eligible cost of the action (for ACP actors).
· Duration of the project: between 12 and 60 months.
· You should only use the form available on the website: http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/cgi/frame12.pl.
· The deadline for submission of concept notes will be fixed according to the date of publication of the call for proposals, around 6 to 8 weeks after the publication.
· It is possible to send questions by email, no later than 21 days before the deadline of submission of concept notes by clearly indicating the reference number of the call for proposal. Replies will be given no later than 11 days before the deadline.
In-country intervention
· 2008 Budget: Euro 14.3 million. In the case the merging of the two annual budgets is confirmed, this amount will be doubled and will total Euro 28.6 million.
· Eligible countries: country situations not conducive to NSA/LA involvement in development process; populations out of reach of mainstream services, excluded from policy-making processes. For the ACP, targeted countries will be: Cape Verde, Chad, Guyana, Haiti, Mauritania, Mozambique, Central Africa Republic, Rwanda, Sierra Leone, Togo, Zambia and Zimbabwe. Budget: Euro 4.7 million.
· Objectives: actions must correspond to at least one of the following three specific objectives and should always contain a significant element of capacity building geared towards local development actors:
· Benefit populations out of reach of mainstream services and resources and excluded from policy making processes;

· Strengthen the capacity of civil society organisations and local authorities in partner countries, with a view to facilitating their participation in defining sustainable development strategies and in implementing actions aiming at poverty reduction;

· Facilitate interaction between state and non-state actors in different contexts and supports on increased role for local authorities in decentralisation processes.

· Grant size: minimum Euro 20,000 – maximum Euro 1 million.

· Launch of local call for proposals: January-March 2009

Multi-country intervention
· 2008 Budget: Euro 12.8 million. In the case the merging of the two annual budgets is confirmed, this amount will be doubled and will total Euro 25.7 million.
· Eligible countries: priority will be given to least developed countries (LDCs) which are not in the list of objective 1a. Associations of local governments are eligible.
· Objectives: actions must always contain a significant element of capacity building geared towards local development actors. In addition, Priority will be given to global, multi-country actions with a multi-actor approach comprising activities aiming at:

· Improving the capacity of Non-State Actors and Local Authorities from those partner countries to engage in local, national and international decision making processes;

· Improving linkages, partnerships and networking (North-South and South-South) between Non-State Actors and Local Authorities from the European Community and from the partner countries (thematic fora, coordination, consensus building, advocacy, communication and information systems, etc.);

· Providing innovative service delivery and service delivery in difficult/out of reach environments;

· Strengthening strategic partnerships, networks and cooperation between Non-State Actors and Local Authorities from the partner countries;

· Facilitating interaction and exchanges between State and Non-State Actors in different contexts and support an increased role for Local Authorities in decentralisation processes.

· Grant size: minimum Euro 500,000 – maximum Euro 4 million.

· Launch of call for proposals: December 2008-January 2009
2008 AAP Timeframe
· Publication of centralised 2008 CfP (budget 2008/2009): Dec 2008-Jan 2009
· Publication of local 2008 CfP (budget 2008/2009): Jan-March 2009

· Completion of selection 2008 CfP (2008/2009): Aug-Oct 2009

· Contracting 2008 CfP (budget 2008): Oct-Dec 2009

***********************************************************************************************************************************

News from the EU:
***********************************************************************************************************************************

· European Charter in Support of Local Governance 

Within the framework of the present Presidency of the Council of the European Union, France has initiated a reflection on a European Development Cooperation Charter in Support of Local Governance. This Charter aims to strengthen the efficiency of action by the actors involved in the field (institutions, local governments, civil society, the private sector, etc.).

Under the European Commission’s proposal, the process initially intended for French actors was expanded to the European Community. The draft Charter will be presented in an annexe of the upcoming EC Communication entitled “Towards an EU approach to democratic local governance, decentralisation and territorial development” that will include conclusions by the General Affairs and External Relations Council meeting on 10-11 November 2008. A special event promoting the draft Charter will take place during the European Development Days in Strasbourg on 15-17 November on the issue of “Local governance and MDGs.”

This Charter aims to improve the coherence, complementarity and efficiency of action by the various types of European actors cooperating at the local level (administrative bodies, local governments, civil society, the private sector, etc.). While following the political principles stated in the Communication, the Charter is meant to be operational. Its purpose is to define the principles, terms and conditions for coordinated cooperation in support of local governance, while respecting the specificities of the actors concerned.
Consult the latest version of the Charter on: http://www.localgovernance-coop-charter.eu/
· The 2010 Revision and the Future of the Cotonou Partnership Agreement
Report of an informal seminar. Maastricht, 4 July 2008. ECDPM
The EU-ACP Partnership Agreement (CPA) was signed in 2000 in Cotonou, Benin for 20 years, and includes provisions that allow for a review and possible revision of the Agreement every 5 years. The first review took place in 2005 and resulted in revisions with regard to – among other issues – the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), the management of the European Development Fund (EDF), peace and security and political dialogue. According to the calendar provided in the Agreement the parties have to notify each other about issues for the 2010 review by the end of February 2009. Mid-2008 is therefore an appropriate moment to start reflecting what this second review might consider.
This report focuses on the main outcomes of the discussions during the 4 July Seminar, which have been grouped in the following five sections:
1. Improving ACP-EU political dialogue
2. The implications of increasing differentiation in the ACP group
3. Improving ACP-EU aid effectiveness
4. Implications for the ACP-EU institutional framework
5. The way forward
http://www.ecdpm.org/dp85
· EU position on Cotonou Annex IV revision

Proposal for a Council Decision on the position to be adopted by the European Community within the ACP-EC Council of Ministers regarding a decision to revise the Annex IV to the Cotonou ACP-EC Partnership Agreement http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/08/st12/st12353.en08.pdf 

· ACP-EC Energy Facility – 2006 Call for Proposals – Final results

A Call for Proposals for the ACP-EC Energy Facility has been launched on 19th June 2006, and closed on the Friday October 6th, 2006 at 16h00.
Results: All four Steps have been completed with the following results:

· The Call for Proposals of the ACP-EC Energy Facility attracted 307 applications. 

· Arriving late = 23 

· Failing Admin check = 54 

· Remaining for evaluation of Concept Notes = 230 

· Accepted for detailed evaluation = 169 

· Passing detailed evaluation = 91 

· Eligibility validated = 80 

· Approved for inclusion on final list for co-funding = 75 

Detailed information on final approved list, reserve list, statistical analysis: 
http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/where/acp/regional-cooperation/energy/cfp/cfp_en.htm

· Mid Term Review of the 2006 Water and Energy Facilities
The available documents concerning the Combined Mid Term Review of the Water and Energy Facilities may be downloaded here.

http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/where/acp/regional-cooperation/energy/news/mtr_en.htm
· Beneficiaries of grants and contracts in 2007
The European Commission is committed to guarantee full transparency on the beneficiaries of funds in line with the requirements of Article 30 of the Financial Regulations. This section of the EuropeAid website has been created for you to find the information covering all the methods used in the implementation of external assistance under the responsibility of EuropeAid Co-operation Office, whether financed under the General Budget of the Communities or the European Development Fund (EDF).

http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/work/funding/beneficiaries_en.htm
***********************************************************************************************************************************

Events:

***********************************************************************************************************************************

· Bureau of the ACP-EU Joint Parliamentary Assembly
The meetings of the Bureau of the ACP-EU Joint Parliamentary Assembly and the three Standing Committees (Committee on Political Affairs, Committee on Economic Development, Finance and Trade and Committee on Social Affairs and the Environment) took place between 9 and 11 September 2008 in Brussels (Belgium). This was during the European Parliament's Africa Week when there were a number of special events taking place as part of the Year of Intercultural Dialogue. The Bureau adopted the Preliminary Draft Agenda and Work Programme for the 16th session to be held in Port Moresby (Papua New Guinea) from 25 to 28 November 2008. This will be followed by the second Regional Meeting of the JPA - Pacific Region - to be held in Vanuatu from 29 November to 1 December. http://www.europarl.europa.eu/intcoop/acp/10_01/default_en.htm
***********************************************************************************************************************************

Reading

***********************************************************************************************************************************

*Everything you always wanted to know about capacity development website This blog belongs to the capacity development advisors working for ICCO in countries all over the world. They exchange and discuss some of their practice dilemmas through a discussion forum. Summaries of the some of the questions and discussions are posted to this blog. http://icco-cad.blogspot.com/2008/06/capacity-building-versus-dominant.html 

*EurAc –the European NGO lobbying network for Central Africa- addresses its memorandum on the theme of decentralisation to the French presidency of the European Union: “Building democracy from the grass roots: Towards new leadership and good governance at local level.” The elections in Congo, Rwanda and Burundi made an end to the transition period, but in all three countries the democratisation process is far from accomplished. Decentralisation should consolidate democracy from below by creating a framework for participative governance. It will help to reconstruct the state and restore its credibility. It will also be a school for democracy where citizens learn how democracy works. It will facilitate the renewal of the political landscape and the emergence of new leadership and at the same time it will encourage a more harmonious economic development based on local initiatives rooted in the community. Building democracy from the grass roots: Towards new leadership and good governance at local level EurAc Memorandum for the French Presidency of the EU. http://www.congoforum.be/en/nieuwsdetail.asp?subitem=2&newsid=145429&Actualiteit=selected  *Decentralisation in Africa. EADI This volume tackles head-on two crucial issues concerning the relationship between decentralisation and development. In an uncompromising assessment of controversial claims, it provides comprehensive evidence-based analysis and critique of this key policy prescription for Africa. "This is a major contribution to the study of decentralisation in Africa as it does not stop at describing intentions, but deals with implementation successes and shortcomings. The balance sheet of intended and unintended effects of a major reform on both poverty and conflict is convincingly established on the basis of a limited number of case studies, comparative analysis and theoretical considerations. Essential reading for both academics and decision-makers in this field. " http://www.eadi.org/index.php?id=292 

















































