Newsletter N°15 - June 2009
The ACP Local Government Platform e-Newsletter is an electronic newsletter produced every three months by the ACP Local Government Platform (ACPLGP). The editor of this e-Newsletter invites readers to make comments & contribute news on local government issues from their organizations, local authorities & countries. This Newsletter is also accessible via the ACPLGP Website at http://www.acplgp.net.

***********************************************************************************************************************************

EC 2008 calls for proposals still open

***********************************************************************************************************************************

Various EC calls for proposals related to the year 2008 are still open for few programmes of interest to local governments including:

· Non-State Actors and Local Authorities thematic programme

Calls for proposals for in-country interventions in some ACP countries are still open and can be seen at https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/europeaid/online-services/index.cfm?do=publi.welcome&nbPubliList=25&orderby=upd&orderbyad=Desc&searchtype=AS&pgm=7573847&ZGEO=&debpub=&finpub=&aoet=36538
The table below provides information on these countries. For more detailed information on this programme, please refer to our previous newsletters available on our website www.acplgp.net.

	Countries
	Deadline
	Budget* (EURO)
	Reference

	Chad
	03/08/09
	1.500.000
	EuropeAid/128285/L/ACT/TD

	DR Congo
	31/07/09
	1.250.000
	EuropeAid/128577/L/ACT/CD

	Cuba
	16/09/09
	1.100.000
	EuropeAid/128737/L/ACT/CU

	Western Samoa
	18/08/09
	250.000
	EuropeAid/128686/L/ACT/WS

	Mauritania
	19/08/09
	1.500.000
	EuropeAid/128562/L/ACT/MR

	Djibouti
	15/07/09
	300.000
	EuropeAid/128717/L/ACT/DJ

	Solomon Islands
	31/07/09
	436.500
	EuropeAid/128472/L/ACT/SB

	Haiti
	n.a.
	3.500.000
	EuropeAid/128083/L/ACT/HT


* This budget is the total budget for non-state actors and local authorities. For recall, by developing partnership with non-state actors in their country, ACP local government can also access to the budget line specific to NSA.

· EIDHR: European Instrument for Democracy and Human Rights

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/europeaid/online-services/index.cfm?do=publi.welcome&nbPubliList=25&orderby=upd&orderbyad=Desc&searchtype=AS&pgm=7573843&ZGEO=&debpub=&finpub=&aoet=36538
	Countries
	Deadline
	Budget (EURO)
	Reference

	Mali
	17/08/09
	600.000
	EuropeAid/128770/L/ACT/ML

	All countries
	n.a.
	7.000.000
	EuropeAid/126352/C/ACT/Multi

	Burundi
	15/09/09
	1.200.000
	EuropeAid/128722/D/ACT/BI

	Mauritania
	16/09/09
	300.000
	EuropeAid/128738/L/ACT/MR

	Sierra Leone
	n.a.
	600.000
	EuropeAid/128434/L/ACT/SL

	Haiti
	31/07/09
	900.000
	EuropeAid/128645/L/ACT/HT

	Uganda
	n.a.
	599.550
	EuropeAid/128534/L/ACT/UG

	Solomon Islands
	31.07/09
	291.000
	EuropeAid/128488/L/ACT/SB


***********************************************************************************************************************************

NSA-LA Programme – 2009 Action Programme - Probable new calls for proposals in September 2009 for Objective 1 (multicountry intervention)
***********************************************************************************************************************************

The 2009 Annual Action Programme for Non-State Actors and Local Authorities (NSA-LA) has recently been adopted. This is the third year of the NSA-LA programme’s multi-annual strategy for the period 2007-2010 adopted by the Commission on 21 June 2007. For detailed information on this programme, please go to http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/where/worldwide/civil-society/working-documents_en.htm or read our previous newsletters available on our website www.acplgp.net. 

The programme maintains the same objectives as of the 2008 Annual Action Programme, with the only changes concerning additional eligible countries for in-country actions and targeted action. In this context, better synergy between local authorities and non-state actors will be sought in the implementation of the 2009 AAP, so that the full potential of a multi-actor approach can be explored.

For recall the programme has three objectives but only the objective 1 is of interest to ACP local authorities and consists of supporting development actions, implemented by non-state actors or local authorities in close cooperation with the local communities and most vulnerable population groups, aimed at promoting an inclusive and empowered society in partner countries and more specifically at improving population’s access to social services, increasing their participation in policy-making processes, strengthening the capacity of civil society organisations and local authorities in partner countries to participate in poverty reduction and sustainable development strategies, facilitating interaction between state and non-state actors in different contexts and supporting an increased role for local authorities in decentralisation processes. These actions should take place in partner countries and consist in small-scale local development activities, covering a wide range of sectors and themes, including economic development, health, education, capacity building and institutional support or rural development. Their overarching objective should be the strengthening of civil society and local authorities in the partner countries as a pre-condition for a more equitable, open and democratic society.

The Platform has been informally informed that a call for proposals for objectives 1 (multicountry intervention) and 3 might be launched in September 2009. Therefore those interested in applying are advised to start preparing their application. The previous Newsletter N 14 developed an article on ‘How to write a good project’. For recall all former newsletters are available on the Platform website: www.acplpg.net 

Applications must be submitted in accordance with the guidance given in the call for proposals, however you can already prepare your proposal by using the standard form available on the EuropeAid website:
http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/work/procedures/implementation/grants/documents/e3_b_applicform_en.doc This base is adapted to each call for proposals by the service in the Commission in charge of the call, so you just have to adapt your application once the call for proposals is launched.
Given that the September 2009 call would be probably only for multicountry intervention, LA have to develop partnership with LA from another country.

Multi-country intervention:
Indicative 2009 budget: Euro 30,467,000 for NSA and Euro 10,170,000 for LA

Definition: actions in at least 2 partner countries. All ACP countries are eligible to the multi-country intervention. Priority will be given to actions targeting Least Developed Countries. Associations of local authorities are eligible.

Activities: Priorities will be given to global, multi-country actions with a multi-actor approach comprising activities aimed at: 

· Improving the capacity of non-state actors and local authorities from those partner countries to engage in local, national and international decision making processes;

· Improving international linkages and networking between non-state actors and local authorities from the European Community and from the partner countries;

· Providing innovative service delivery and service delivery in difficult/out-of-reach environments;

· Strengthening strategic partnerships, networks and cooperation between non-state actors and local authorities from the partner countries;

· Facilitating interaction between state and non-state actors in different contexts and supporting an increased role for local authorities in decentralisation process.

Co-financing rule: the maximum rate of EC co-financing of the action total eligible costs is 90% for actors from developing countries and 75% for actors from the EU

Grant size: minimum Euro 500.000 and maximum Euro 4.000.000

Duration of the action: minimum 24 months and maximum 60 months

***********************************************************************************************************************************

Mid-term review of the 10th EDF

***********************************************************************************************************************************

The 10th EDF mid-term review will take place between the second semester of 2009 and beginning of 2010. It may lead to a change in the strategy and/or in aid allowances. The main objective of the review is the evaluation of performance and results achieved as well as analysis of strategies. The process of the review programming will start with a series of consultations facilitated by the EC delegations in each ACP country with the National Authorising Officer (NAO) and other identified actors. Consultations in the ACP countries will take place from 15th June up to 15th October 2009. Given that very few ACP local governments participated in the 10th EDF programming, you are highly encouraged and invited to participate in the discussions.
What should ACP local government do to make their voice heard during this mid-term review?

· Contact the EC delegation and NAO of your country and express your wish to be involved in the 10th EDF mid-term review process. http://ec.europa.eu/external_relations/delegations/web_en.htm 

· Share your comments and critics on the concept notes concerning the mid-term review of Country strategy paper (CSP) and National indicative programme (NIP) on the 10th EDF programming blog (www.acp-programming.eu ).
· Ask for publication of all important documents concerning the mid-term review of CSP and NIP of your country.
It is only through determination and insistence towards the EC delegations and NAO that ACP local government will succeed in participating and eventually influencing the orientations of the EDF financing. The ACP-LG Platform is at your disposal in the case you encounter any difficulty/problem in participating in the 10th EDF review discussion table. Please contact us at platform@acplgp.net and let us know about any complaints, we will transmit them to the person in charge in the EC headquarters and will try to help you effectively participate in the dialogue as foreseen in the Cotonou Agreement (Article 7).
***********************************************************************************************************************************

News from the EU:
***********************************************************************************************************************************

· Louis Michel calls on Europe’s regions and cities to ‘get involved in development’
Addressing the representatives of Europe’s regions and cities, meeting on 18th June for the plenary session of the Committee of the Regions (CoR), Louis Michel, the European Commissioner for development and humanitarian aid, urged them to invest in development aid. “In a difficult economic climate, where there are legitimate fears that some states might reduce their development aid, local authorities’ growing involvement in aid and development must be welcome and encouraged”, he stressed, noting that, in six weeks, the crisis had thrown over 100 million people into poverty. “Without additional funding, further efforts to encourage development in these countries will be impossible”, he added.
In line with Louis Michel’s description of local and regional authorities as full partners in the development policy “and no longer simply as possible beneficiaries of its programmes”, the European Commission and the Committee of the Regions are organising a Decentralised Cooperation Conference with representatives of local government from the EU and developing countries this December, to assess the complementarity and effectiveness of European donor action. The aim of this conference is to establish a regular dialogue between the European institutions and regional and local partners throughout the world in order to achieve better mutual understanding, complementarity and a more efficient use of aid. The CoR will also put on line around mid 2010 a stock exchange for decentralised cooperation, which will create a means of linking the needs of local authorities in developing countries with capacities that can be made available by local and regional authorities in Europe. The main aim of this tool will be to stimulate new cooperation ventures by facilitating contacts between European local and regional authorities, with proven expertise, and local authorities in developing countries with specific needs. It will also help the preparation and follow-up of the decentralised cooperation conference and improve the coordination of regional and local authorities’ measures with each other and with other international financial backers. Luc Van den Brande, President of the CoR, stated that “this grant will enable regions and cities which desire to help to do so more effectively, by identifying needs more rapidly. Local and regional authorities seeking aid will therefore receive it more quickly and directly”. Finally the CoR will launch online a roadmap/mapping of decentralised cooperation and will invite regional and local authorities to fullly participate in the census of decentralised cooperation activities that will be launched in the coming months.
· Decentralised Cooperation Conference

Following the EC Communication ‘Local authorities, key actors in development’ of October 2008, the Committee of the Region and the European Commission will jointly organise on 2nd December 2009 the first edition of the “Decentralised Cooperation Conference”.

This event will take place in Brussels and aims to promote regular political dialogue between the EU institutions and local authorities on development cooperation policy, allowing for a better understanding and knowledge of the interests and priority of the various actors. A first preparatory meeting took place on 24th June attended by numerous local authority networks.
In practice, these conferences will be organised around four round tables and a plenary session. The following themes have been proposed and would be discussed during the first edition:

· Local authorities role in the process of aid effectiveness in view of the 2011 Seoul High Level Forum;
· Articulation of local authorities activities within the framework of multi level governance (local/regional, national, international);
· Local authorities contribution to the regional integration process;

· Local authorities contribution to sectorial policies (energy, etc.); and
· EC support modality to local authorities
In order to better represent the interests of ACP local authorities during the Conference, the ACP-LG Platform is at your disposal to collect your comments/suggestions on these themes and will forward them to the co-organisers of the event. Deadline for you contributions: Wednesday 26 August 2009.

· The Court of Auditors published an audit on EC support to NSA
Even though the audit is focused on NSA, one can extrapolate and assume that the conclusions of the audit are also valid for local government. Does the EC adequately ensure that NSAs are involved effectively in the development cooperation process? The Court found that, despite the Commission’s attempts, this involvement has been limited and falls short of the sustained and structured dialogue envisaged by the EU legislation and the Commission’s own guidelines. The Court report confirms in fact the findings of the evaluation report published earlier this year and pointing to the major gaps between EC policy commitments towards civil society and actual implementation practices. Has the EC efficient management systems to ensure that activities implemented by NSAs are relevant and likely to produce the intended results? The Court concludes that the system generally ensures that projects implemented by NSAs are relevant and are likely to produce the intended results. But the Call for Proposals procedure does not always assure timely completion of project design, there is insufficient guidance for NSAs on the practical application of the financial rules, and there are inconsistencies in the interpretation and application of procedures. There is insufficient monitoring, and prospects for sustainability are poor partly because of the short project duration. Does the EC adequately ensure the provision of capacity development to NSAs? The Court observes that programmes are developed and form part of a strategy in most ACP countries. The first round of capacity-development programmes were found to be highly relevant to the needs of NSAs in the beneficiary countries. However they did not reach their full potential mainly because management procedures led to delays that worsened the prospects for effectiveness and sustainability. The programmes are also faced with the inherent contradiction of supporting capacity development of the NSAs most in need by means of a procedure (Calls for Proposals) which is designed to select the best-performing NSAs! 
For the full report: http://eca.europa.eu/portal/pls/portal/docs/1/2722293.PDF
***********************************************************************************************************************************

News from ACP Local Governments

***********************************************************************************************************************************

· The Partenariat pour le Développement Municipal – http://www.pdm-net.org
L’atelier sur la redéfinition des relations et des actions du PDM envers les Associations Nationales de Pouvoirs Locaux, a eu lieu du 24 au 26 juin 2009, à l’hôtel Palm Beach de Ouagadougou (Burkina – Faso). Il a pour but de mieux cerner les besoins des Associations Nationales de Pouvoirs Locaux (ANPL) pour répondre efficacement à leurs attentes afin qu’elles répondent elles-mêmes aux besoins de leurs membres et améliorent ainsi la vie des populations. Cet atelier a regroupé les représentants des ANPL des pays membres du PDM, des partenaires techniques et financiers, des acteurs étatiques et des experts en décentralisation.

L’atelier sur l’amélioration de l’accès à l’emprunt des collectivités locales de l’Afrique de l’ouest et du centre, organisé en collaboration avec la Banque Ouest Africaine de Développement (BOAD), du 02 au 03 juillet 2009, à Lomé (Togo). Cet atelier a pour but de sensibiliser et de réfléchir sur l’emprunt comme moyen d’amélioration des ressources financières des Collectivités Locales d’Afrique de l’ouest et du centre. Il regroupera les institutions financières nationales et régionales, les banques régionales de développement, les institutions du marché financier régional, et les acteurs nationaux (Associations de maires, Ministères en charge des collectivités locales de 9 pays de l’Afrique de l’ouest et du centre).

L’atelier sur les Réflexions pour l’élaboration d’un document opérationnel de référence aux stratégies d’aménagement du territoire en Afrique de l’Ouest et du Centre se tient à Cotonou (Bénin) du 29 juin au 02 juillet 2009. L’atelier, organisé par le PDM, est soutenu par le Ministère français des Affaires Etrangères et Européennes (MAEE) et la Délégation Interministérielle à l’Aménagement et à la Compétitivité des Territoires (DIACT). De même, l’UEMOA qui mène une politique d’aménagement du territoire communautaire est étroitement associé à l’organisation et à l’animation de cet atelier. L’objectif poursuivi est l’adoption d’une stratégie commune d’action et la définition d’un contenu opérationnel d’une politique d’aménagement du territoire à l’échelle de l’Afrique de l’Ouest et du Centre. Les résultats des réflexions permettront d’élaborer un document de stratégie d’action à but de vulgarisation et de plaidoyer sur la manière de mettre en œuvre l’aménagement du territoire au niveau régional. Un document sera utilisé pour inciter les acteurs à agir en tenant compte des enjeux régionaux définis. La rencontre de Cotonou vise donc un double but de renforcement de capacités des acteurs de l’aménagement du territoire et d’appui aux politiques régionales en proposant des éléments concrets de réflexion et d’action.
***********************************************************************************************************************************

Announcement:

***********************************************************************************************************************************

· The city of Roeselare (Belgium) is looking for a city in the South to establish a city-to-city cooperation around various policy themes such as agriculture, education, environment, etc. The aim of a city-to-city relationship is not to offer material or financial assistance. Rather the strength of the partnership comes from the fact that both cities share and exchange knowledge and experience as to policy formulation and implementation. The cooperation can take the form of trainee periods, exchanges, financing research and studies, e-mail correspondence, joint actions and broadening networks. Roeselare has specific expertise and know-how about such themes as education, agriculture, sports, culture, youth, social integration and health care. In addition, Roeselare houses various organisations that have experience of exchange with the South, such as the Provincial Research Centre for Agriculture and Market Gardening, farmers’ associations 

· and schools. Those interested are invited to contact Roeselare at dlerouge@roeselare.be or call: Tel: 0032.5.126.21.74 – Fax: 0032.5.126.21.89 – website: www.roeselare.be 
***********************************************************************************************************************************

Events

***********************************************************************************************************************************

EU Development Days to take place in Stockholm, 22-24 October 

The EU Development Days, the annual event considered “a policy forum attracting high-level decision makers and a practitioners’ meeting” will this year take place under the Swedish presidency, with the theme of Citizenship & Development. There will also be 3 sub-themes: the global financial & economic crisis, democracy & development, and climate change. Participants will include a range of stakeholders from the EU institutions (Commission, Member State governments, European Parliament), national Parliaments, multilateral institutions, developing country governments, civil society, foundations and academia, private sector and media. The organizers continue to aim at increasing Southern participation. Along with high-level plenary sessions on the sub-themes, a series of parallel events will be organized by stakeholders on issues within the sub-themes. In addition to the policy forum, a Development Village will group stands from different organizations, and a number of cultural events will be organized. 

More at http://eudevdays.eu/ 
***********************************************************************************************************************************

Reading

***********************************************************************************************************************************

* MDP-ESA Journal Volume 3 - 01 June 2009. This volume includes the following articles: local government processes and the environment exposing the theme; local government processes and the environment in Africa: issues, perspectives and practicalities; operationalising the epistemological relationship between urban planning and environmental management in Kamwenge town, Uganda; harmonisation and alignment of local governance and decentralisation in development cooperation: perspectives from Africa; squatter settlement and the issue of regularisation: a case of Dire-Dawa, Ethiopia; critical factors influencing urban development in Zimbabwean cities and towns: reflections on issues of urban governance; strengthening budgetary transparency, participation and public auditing in Africa; councillors’ training: a missing link in urban good governance in Zimbabwe; effect of new local government plan on service delivery: a case of Abbottabad, Pakistan.

For more detail: http://www.mdpafrica.org.zw/vol3-1-06-2009.html
* Preliminary survey on donor use of governance assessments. A survey on the use of governance assessment
Authors: T. Landman; J. Bewsher; E. Carvalho; University of Essex This preliminary survey is a desk study that compiles publicly available governance assessment documentation from international donor agencies and OECD member countries. The documentation reveals that there is not yet a harmonised definition of governance in use across donors as envisaged in the 2005 Paris Declaration. Definitions variously comprise neutral understandings of governance, and value-oriented understandings, including good governance and democratic governance. The definitions of governance comprise economic and political dimensions, but there is a tendency to hide these dimensions in defining and operationalising the concept for governance assessments.http://www.eldis.org/go/display&type=Document&id=42291
* Access to sustainable energy sources at local level. In developing countries, 1.6 billion people lack access to electricity, 2.5 billion people use traditional biomass for cooking and access to electricity is very low in rural areas in spite of the potential of different renewable energy sources. Access to sustainable energy sources and modern energy services is a prerequisite for economic growth and social development, as well as for the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). A focus on sustainable energy will consolidate progress towards the MDGs and will contribute to address the global crisis and to mitigate climate change. In this regard, the EU looks forward to the discussions within the upcoming G-8 Energy Ministers meeting (Rome, 24-25 May). The EU is ready to address this situation by promoting and supporting access to sustainable energy sources at the local level in developing countries, building on the EU principles for integrating energy interventions into development cooperation.
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_Data/docs/pressdata/en/gena/107928.pdf
* Dans les pays en développement, 1,6 milliard de personnes n’ont pas accès à l’électricité; 2,5 milliards d’individus utilisent la biomasse traditionnelle pour faire la cuisine et l’accès à l’énergie électrique reste très faible dans les zones rurales, en dépit du potentiel des différentes sources d’énergies renouvelables existantes. L’accès à des sources d’énergies durables et à des services modernes d’alimentation en énergie est une condition préalable à la croissance économique et au développement social, tout comme à l’atteinte des Objectifs du Millénaire pour le développement (OMD). Mettre l’accent sur les énergies durables permettra de consolider les progrès réalisés en vue de l’atteinte des OMD et contribuera à faire face à la crise mondiale et à atténuer les effets du changement climatique.
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_Data/docs/pressdata/en/gena/107928.pdf


















































