Newsletter N°16 - September 2009
The ACP Local Government Platform e-Newsletter is an electronic newsletter produced every three months by the ACP Local Government Platform (ACPLGP). The editor of this e-Newsletter invites readers to make comments & contribute news on local government issues from their organizations, local authorities & countries. This Newsletter is also accessible via the ACPLGP Website at http://www.acplgp.net.

***********************************************************************************************************************************

Assises of Decentralised Cooperation: Local and regional authorities in development – Brussels, 2 Dec 2009
***********************************************************************************************************************************

In the EC Communication of October 2008 entitled "Local Authorities: Actors for Development", the European Commission highlighted the weight, importance and expertise of local and regional authorities in development policy and proposed the establishment of a dialogue on development policy with local authorities.

The Assises of Decentralised Cooperation, which will take place on 2 December in Brussels, can be viewed as the implementation of this proposal. It represents a unique opportunity to bring together local and regional authorities' representatives from the EU and developing countries to hold a dialogue with the European institutions on cooperation for development. The ultimate aim is to contribute to the full integration of local and regional authorities into the policies for development cooperation work towards a genuine EU partnership between different actors of development.

It is foreseen that the title of the 2009 Assises will be: “Local and Regional Authorities: full-fledged actors in the EU development policy”.

The event will be structured around an opening session, four thematic roundtables and a final closing session where the main conclusions of each roundtable will be presented. The debate during the roundtables will focus on the following subjects:

· local and regional authorities for greater aid effectiveness;

· local and regional governance;

· access to energy for sustainable development; and

· contribution of local and regional authorities towards the Millennium Development Goals (probably on health).

The Assises will also be the occasion to present the Atlas of Decentralised Cooperation, an electronic tool that maps the projects and aid contributions of local and regional authorities in the EU and their receiving counterparts in developing countries, with the ultimate aim of reinforcing aid effectiveness.

ACP local government are welcome to this conference. For more information, please contact: platform@acplgp.net or LRA4DEV@cor.europa.eu and visit the following websites on a regular basis: 

http://ec.europa.eu/development/index_fr.cfm
http://www.cor.europa.eu/pages/HomeTemplate.aspx
http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/index_en.htm
***********************************************************************************************************************************

NSA-LA thematic programme – Calls for proposals will be launched around mid-Nov 2009
***********************************************************************************************************************************

The 2009 Annual Action Plan related to the ‘Non-state actors and local authorities’ (NSA-LA) programme is now available online on the EuropeAid website at http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/where/worldwide/civil-society/index_en.htm. We got confirmation from the EC that calls for proposals related to the NSA-LA programme will be launched this year and will concern the three objectives of the programme. For recall, only the objective 1 (intervention in partner countries) is of direct interest to ACP local government, aiming at promoting inclusive and empowered society in partner countries. The 2009 call will be specific to local government in order to encourage their participation. In addition, the 2009 budget has been increased and amounts to around Euro 24 million (by including balance from previous annual budgets).
For 2009, the centralised call for proposals (multi country intervention) will be launched around mid-November. The in-country calls will be launched locally by EC delegations and may come out later (you are advised to contact the EC delegation of your country to find out when the call will be launched).
In-country intervention: Eligible countries:
For 2009, only 14 ACP countries are eligible to the in-country intervention if one considers the budget line BL 21.03.02 specific to LA. However LA can develop a partnership with NSA in their country in order to get access to the budget line BL 21.03.01 earmarked for NSA. This will bring the number of eligible ACP countries to 38 as shown in the table below. Therefore LA are strongly advised to look for NSA from their country and present a common project either under the budget line for NSA or for LA.

Given the increase of the 2009 budget, the final list of eligible countries might be prolonged and the budget available per country be increased.

	Eligible country
	Amount of the EC grant (Euro)
	EC Delegation website

	
	BL 21.03.01 (for NSA)
	BL 21.03.02 (for LA)
	

	Angola
	2.500.000
	
	www.delago.ec.europa.eu 

	Burundi *
	
	500.000
	

	Cameroon
	2.000.000
	
	www.delcmr.ec.europa.eu 

	Cape Verde
	650.000
	200.000
	www.delcpv.ec.europa.eu

	Chad
	1.250.000
	250.000
	www.deltcd.ec.europa.eu

	Congo Brazzaville *
	1.000.000
	
	

	Cuba
	800.000
	
	www.deldom.ec.europa.eu 

	Djibouti*
	300.000
	
	Delegation-djibouti@ec.europa.eu 

	DRC
	2.000.000
	
	www.delcod.ec.europa.eu 

	Equatorial Guinea
	200.000
	
	www.delgab.ec.europa.eu 

	Eritrea
	250.000
	
	www.deleri.ec.europa.eu 

	Guinea Bissau
	2.500.000
	
	ec.europa.eu/delegations/delgnb 

	Guinea Conakry*
	1.000.000
	
	Delegation-Guinee-Conakry@ec.europa.eu 

	Guyana
	500.000
	200.000
	www.delguy.ec.europa.eu

	Haiti
	2.750.000
	750.000
	www.delhti.ec.europa.eu

	Ivory Coast
	2.000.000
	
	www.delciv.ec.europa.eu 

	Kenya
	3.500.000
	500.000
	www.delken.ec.europa.eu 

	Lesotho *
	300.000
	
	

	Madagascar
	1.500.000
	
	www.delmdg.ec.europa.eu 

	Mauritania
	1.500.000
	
	www.delmwi.ec.europa.eu

	Mozambique
	2.500.000
	500.000
	www.delmoz.ec.europa.eu

	Namibia
	500.000
	500.000
	www.delnam.ec.europa.eu 

	RCA
	2.150.000
	350.000
	www.delcaf.ec.europa.eu 

	Rwanda
	1.800.000
	400.000
	www.delrwa.ec.europa.eu 

	Samoa
	250.000
	
	www.delfji.ec.europa.eu 

	Sierra Leone
	2.550.000
	450.000
	www.delsle.ec.europa.eu

	Somalia
	2.500.000
	
	www.delken.ec.europa.eu 

	Sudan
	5.000.000
	
	ec.europa.eu/delegations/delsdn 

	Togo
	450.000
	150.000
	www.deltgo.ec.europa.eu

	Uganda
	2.500.000
	
	www.deluga.ec.europa.eu 

	Vanuatu
	250.000
	
	www.delvut.ec.europa.eu 

	Zambia
	2.250.000
	750.000
	www.delzmb.ec.europa.eu

	Zimbabwe
	1.900.000
	400.000
	www.delzwe.ec.europa.eu

	TOTAL
	51.100.000
	5.900.000
	


* For these countries, the call for proposals will be launched and managed locally. As the EC delegations of these countries do not have website, you have to contact them directly and also regularly check the EuropeAid website at: https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/europeaid/online-services/index.cfm?do=publi.welcome
Those interested in applying are advised to start preparing their application. The previous Newsletter N 14 (available on the Platform website: www.acplpg.net) developed an article on ‘How to write a good project’. For recall, applications must be submitted in accordance with the guidance given in the call for proposals, however you can already prepare your proposal by using the standard form available on the EuropeAid website:
http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/work/procedures/implementation/grants/documents/e3_b_applicform_en.doc This base is adapted to each call for proposals by the service in the Commission in charge of the call, so you just have to adapt your application once the call for proposals is launched.
You are advised to regularly check the website of EC delegation of your country and/or EuropeAid website at https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/europeaid/online-services/index.cfm?do=publi.welcome (in programme: go to ‘non-state actors and local authorities’; type: click on ‘grants’; status: click on ‘open’ and ‘forecast’; then click on ‘search’).

***********************************************************************************************************************************

Mid-term review of the Cotonou Agreement
***********************************************************************************************************************************

The review of the ACP-EU Cotonou Partnership Agreement is gathering pace. Here is the agenda to the conclusion of the Agreement, with alternative finalisation dates set for December 2009 or February 2010. 

•    28 May 2009: official launch of the negotiations 

•    Mid-June 2009: 1st meeting ACP committee of ambassadors-EC for initial discussions 

•    Mid-July 2009: 2nd meeting of ACP ambassadors- EC to discuss progress 

•    Early November 2009: 3rd meeting of ACP ambassadors- EC to discuss progress and prepare the agenda for the ministerial meeting December 2009
•    December 2009: Ministerial meeting to conclude the negotiations 

•    Early February 2010: Possible meeting in case the negotiations are not concluded by December. This meeting could conclude the negotiations for a May/ June 2010 signing of the agreement.
The EC notification letter of areas to revise in the ACP-EU Partnership Agreement:
http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/09/st06/st06383.en09.pdf
For recall, ACP local government are encouraged to let the ACP-LG Platform know whether they are fully benefiting from the existing provision and there is no need to ask for improvement or by the contrary they are not satisfied with the present provision and therefore there is need for improved provision. Negotiations are now open and it is the opportunity for ACP local government to make their voice heard.

***********************************************************************************************************************************

The Mid-Term Review of the Country Strategy Papers – 10th EDF has been launched
***********************************************************************************************************************************

According to the Cotonou Partnership Agreement, the country strategy papers for ACP countries financed with the European Development Fund (EDF) have to be revised at mid-term of their implementation. The 10th EDF was agreed in 2005 but legally started being implemented in July 2008 after a long ratification process. It has a budget of €22.682 billion and will last until 2013. The main drives of the mid-term review (MTR) are: 
· The Economic and financial crisis and the measures adopted by the EU to mitigate its impact in developing countries. In the short-term and independently from the MTR, a so-called Vulnerability Flex instrument financed with non-programmed EDF money will be set-up to provide 500 million euros in 2009-2010 to ACP countries worst hit by the financial crisis. In the longer-term it is envisaged to adapt the CSPs through the mid-term review in view of more structural answers to the crisis, among which a strong push in favour of infrastructures and transport. 

· The new priorities and changes of context: in particular climate change, the progress in EPAs negotiations, fragility and conflicts, migration, and the operationalisation of the Joint Africa-EU Strategy (JAES). The Strategy is to be considered as a political framework to guide the EC (and Member States') programming at the continental, regional and national levels, as well as the utilisation of available financial envelopes. The current MTR is the first major opportunity to follow through this commitment by adapting the national programming to the requirements of the JAES.(extract from EC guidelines on MTR) 
· The implementation of the Accra Agenda of Action and more particularly of its principle of coordination which, in the EU, translates into a better division of labour between EC and Member states. 

The two main objectives of the review are to adapt, where appropriate, the country strategy and to adjust, where appropriate, the country’s financial allocation (A envelope). 

The review will be based on the annual reports for 2008 and 2009 prepared jointly by the delegation and the recipient government as well as the possible revision of the governance profile of the country and a performance assessment, both done by the EC delegation. The performance assessment will ultimately and after a quite complex rating process, lead to a decision by the EU (Commission + member states committee) to increase, maintain or decrease the financial allocation of the country. Performance will be measured on the basis of 4 elements (governance, economic situation, poverty and social situation) and the implementation of EC cooperation. For each of these elements a few underlying questions will be answered and will lead to ratings that will finally be consolidated to produce a final recommendation. Note that this consolidation process will also take into account special considerations related to limiting factors such as natural disasters, regional instability and fragility as well as constraints on EC side.
The ‘in-country’ phase of the consultation for the mid-term review of the 10th EDF is ongoing up to 15 October. Each EC delegation is responsible for conducting the consultation. The guidelines for the review have been sent to every delegation. It is to be shared with local government in order to involve them from the onset, and available at http://www.acp-programming.eu/wcm/dmdocuments/09-07-06_MTR_guidelines_EN.pdf. In addition, a toolkit is at your disposal to help you influencing the discussions on Country Strategy Papers during the review, available at http://www.acp-programming.eu/wcm/dmdocuments/Toolkit-english-reviewed.doc
***********************************************************************************************************************************

News from the EU:
***********************************************************************************************************************************

· The new EU online platform – Capacity4Dev, is part of the Commission’s ambitious “Backbone Strategy” to reform technical cooperation."  The Commission envisions the new portal as an essential tool in reforming technical cooperation programmes that support capacity development, public sector reform and other themes. The site, which will be developed through 2009, provides a forum for all Commission staff, partner countries, other donors, academics and civil society representatives to share ideas and expertise. For further information: http://capacity4dev.ec.europa.eu/home
· EC delegations and headquarters discuss decentralisation and local governance at Brussels Workshop. Capacity4Dev. 6-10 July 2009. The EC, much like other donor agencies, is providing growing levels of funds to support decentralisation and local governance in many parts of the world. Yet this is still a relatively new area of work and EC staff involved in direct support to decentralisation and local governance struggle with many thorny ‘how to’ questions. Their colleagues in charge of sector support are similarly confronted with the need to adapt their interventions to an increasingly decentralised environment. As part of the EC delegations' Learning Network on Support to Decentralisation and Local Governance process, EuropeAid recently organised a workshop for EC delegations and headquarters staff to examine these issues.  During discussions, participants elaborated on the main implementation challenges identified in an online discussion held ahead of the workshop - poor institutional capacity at central and local government levels; issues related to taxation and fiscal decentralisation; participation and representation; and donor support. The Learning Network process will continue and the group aims to eventually produce a "Specific Guiding Principles" document applying the Paris Declaration principles to the field of decentralisation and local governance to promote the effective translation of agreements and consensus in approaches to decentralisation and to establish mechanisms to further bridge the work of the group with field operations. For more information: http://capacity4dev.ec.europa.eu/decentralisation-and-local-governance-participate-virtual-discussion-group
For ECDPM RSS news feed on Decentralisation and Local Governance:
http://www.ecdpm.org/Web_ECDPM/Web/Content/Navigation.nsf/index2?readform&http://www.ecdpm.org/Web_ECDPM/Web/Content/Content.nsf/7732def81dddfa7ac1256c240034fe65/a68987e3757c5355c12575ad004db313?OpenDocument#
· Third Regional Workshop on Democratic Governance. EuropeAid. Capacity4Dev. 15 July 2009. The regional workshops provide an occasion for colleagues working on democratic governance to meet and exchange experiences and ideas. This year, key topics included presentations and discussions on the findings and guidelines of donor driven governance assessments, the work by EuropeAid on how to assess and address governance in sector operations and recent work in the field of civil society and support to parliaments and the governance dimensions in the Cotonou Mid-Term Review as well as in the Joint Africa EU Strategy. The general feeling among participants was one of expanding governance agendas, with ever more sophisticated tools - but potential overload, as the pressure to demonstrate results and spend resources was hard to reconcile with the need for a) deepening country specific knowledge about various governance dimensions, and b) reorienting the work with key governance actors. http://capacity4dev.ec.europa.eu/europeaid-third-regional-workshop-democratic-governance
· EDF ready for EU Budgetisation? The Evolution of EU Development Cooperation: Taking the Change Agenda Forward. Conference paper. ODI. April 2009. The paper states that since the last push towards budgetisation, conditions and arguments in favour have strengthened. Administrative harmonisation of the EU budget and the EDF is almost complete. With aid programming taking place at regional and national levels an all ACP geographic strategy has become redundant. The paper further notes that concerns have been raised in relation to the continuation of the principles of the Cotonou Partnership Agreement if budgetisation becomes a reality. Some of these concerns could be overcome through an Inter-Institutional Agreement which would secure funding for the ACP in the EU budget together, with a Declaration confirming the key principles of the Cotonou Partnership Agreement.

http://www.odi.org.uk/resources/details.asp?id=3294&title=european-union-eu-development-agenda
· 2009-10 a key defining moment in reform of EU institutions and international relations. EU institutions are undertaking thorough reviews of all aid instruments and their programming in 2009/10. This review is taking place at 3 levels:

1. Finance: with the mid-term review of the Community multiannual financial framework 2007-2013 also known as the ‘Financial Perspectives’. The process of revising the EU’s complex financial regulations, often cited as a key reason for delays in delivering EU external relations support, started in June 2009 and is due to be completed in January 2010. The financial regulation for the ACP-EU cooperation’s financial instrument, the European Development Fund (EDF), is normally harmonised with the adopted EU Budget financial regulation.

2. Policy/legislation: with the mid-term review of the Cotonou Partnership Agreement and review of the legal basis of the instruments established in 2007 under the EU’s multiannual budgetary framework (including the EU’s Development Cooperation Instrument);

3. Strategy: with the review of the multi-annual strategies of the geographic and thematic programmes governed by the EU budget and EDF instruments, as well as the country strategy papers.

It is at that this third level, also referred to as the programming of aid, that changes having a direct impact on aid delivery and participation of civil society and local government will probably occur. It is therefore significant that while the EC has indicated it would welcome civil society and local government input, it has provided little additional guidance on the nature of such input.
***********************************************************************************************************************************

News from ACP Local Governments

***********************************************************************************************************************************

· The Union of Municipalities of Togo – UCT would like to share with their local government colleagues the good experience they are having with the EC delegation. Since the last quarter of 2008, the UCT and its members have participated in the call for proposals launched by the delegation for the ‘Non-state actors and local authority’ thematic programme (in-country intervention). So far, one city has signed a financing agreement with the delegation. The UCT participated in the second call for proposals and is waiting for the result. In addition, the UCT has been consulted in the mid-term review of the 9th EDF. The UCT is satisfied, and optimistic for the future, about the progress made by both parties to promote local government full involvement in the ACP-EU cooperation process.
· Support strategy to regional policy in West and Central Africa.

A workshop on defining a support strategy to regional policy in West and Central Africa took place from 29 June to 1 July 2009. It was the occasion to develop various progresses in implementing regional and national policy by highlighting progresses but also difficulties and constraints which make it difficult to achieve targeted objectives. In the framework of defining strategy of action and giving the state of play of policy implementation, three strategic orientations are considered as priority: i) strengthening of local economy; ii) urban planning and network strengthening of cities; and iii) interterritorial cooperation and strengthening of integration areas. The workshop also focused on various support in order to overcome difficulties in developing and implementing regional policies. For further information: http://www.pdm-net.org/cr_evenements.php
· Promising future for access to loan of local government from West and Central Africa.
A workshop on improving West and Central Africa local government access to loan took place on 2 and 3 July 2009. This workshop, jointly organised by the West African Development Bank (WADB) and PDM aimed at raising awareness and reflecting on loan as a means to improve local government financial resources. Various experiences on loans and guarantees were developed such as those of FEICOM (Cameroon), FAGACE, WADB, cities of Ouagadougou (Burkina Faso) and Parakou (Benin). A steering committee has been set up in order to follow-up actions to ensure effective local government access to loans and financial markets. Bases for new partnership between the various actors were laid down. For further information: http://www.pdm-net.org/cr_evenements.php
· The Partenariat pour le Développement Municipal – http://www.pdm-net.org
The PDM held its general assembly on 16-17 September 2009 in Nouakchott – Mauritania. The Assembly adopted the moral report of the outgoing president, Mr Blaise Compaoré, Mayor of Ouagadougou, stating the good results from the financial reform of the organisation as well as the progress made in various fields: capacity strengthening of local government in delivering services; improvement of local government financial position; capacity building of actors involved in territory economic development; positioning of PDM as a pole.
***********************************************************************************************************************************

Announcement:

***********************************************************************************************************************************

European Parliament Development Committee to discuss way forward for non-state actors in EU development cooperation, decentralised cooperation between local authorities, state of play in Cotonou Agreement negotiations and the EU's rol... 
Involving non-state actors in EC development cooperation: the way forward DEVE/7/00957 - Public Hearing (in association with the Committee on Budgetary Control)
Decentralised cooperation between local authorities – Presentation of website by the Council of European Municipalities an Regions (CEMR)
www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/deve/dv/790/790826/790826en.pdf 

***********************************************************************************************************************************

Reading

***********************************************************************************************************************************

* Public Engagement for Better Policy and Services. OECD. 19 June 2009.
Complex policy issues cannot be solved by government alone. Delivering high-quality public services at the least cost and achieving shared public policy goals requires innovative approaches and greater involvement of citizens. This book is a valuable source of information on government performance in fostering open and inclusive policy making in 25 countries. It offers rich insights into current practice through 14 in-depth country case studies and 18 opinion pieces from leading civil society and government practitioners. It includes 10 guiding principles to support open and inclusive policy making and service delivery in practice.

http://www.oecdbookshop.org/oecd/display.asp?sf1=identifiers&st1=422009051P1&LANG=EN
* African Economic Outlook: Measuring the pulse of Africa. OECD. New website. June 2009.
Everything you needed to know about Africa and its economy is now at your fingertips at AfricanEconomicOutlook.org. A few clicks gives access to comprehensive analyses of African economies, placed in their social and political contexts. This website is the only place where African countries are examined through a common analytical framework, allowing you to compare economic prospects. www.africaneconomicoutlook.org Beyond numbers and stats you will find news, events, resources and in-depth analyses of sectors critical to the continent’s advancement. Whether you are interested in macroeconomic developments, structural issues, governance, human development or just the raw figures, it is all there. www.africaneconomicoutlook.org/en/
* Can the media do Development? Katine Project offers platform for local Ugandan voices. Eldis. 1 July 2009. The Katine Project is a joint rural development initiative between The Guardian Newspaper and the African NGO Amref in Katine, northeastern Uganda. Started in October 2007, it is a 3 year initiative that focuses on interventions in Health, Education, Water, Livelihoods and Governance. Though other media companies have partnered with development organisations in the past, none have done so for such a duration or provided the same breadth and depth of coverage: the Guardian Katine website is dedicated solely to reporting on developments in Katine, local news from Uganda as well as offering a platform for the local community to represent themselves through the blogs, the audio and video content. It is hoped that the website will contribute transparency and accountability, but also aims to show a more balanced Africa - not just the negative. http://community.eldis.org/.59c5774a
* AFRICA: Funding boost for local think tanks. IRIN. 2 July 2009.
Under a new initiative international donors are backing Africa-based policy research to improve local decision-making on complex global issues with potentially enormous humanitarian consequences like food security and climate change. Led by Canada’s International Development Research Centre (IDRC) and funded by IDRC, the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation and the Hewlett Foundation, the Think Tank Initiative will provide core funding for 24 African think tanks over 10 years. US$30 million has been made available for the initial five years. 

http://www.irinnews.org/Report.aspx?ReportId=85101
* Communication Package for A Users' Guide to Measuring Local Governance. UNDP Governance Assessment Portal. july 2009.
This Communication Package has been developed for the Users’ Guide to Measuring Local Governance. It is intended as a training aid, and includes presentation slides with talking points, as well as several group activities for applying the concepts and techniques, and for thinking through how these translate into local settings. It can be used for convening structured discussions with country stakeholders who are exploring the possibility of carrying out local governance assessments and who are seeking advice and guidance. 

* A Users' Guide to Measuring Local Governance. UNDP Governance Assessment Portal. July 2009.
This guide is intended to respond to an increasing demand from a wide range of national stakeholders for guidance on the multiplicity of tools and methods that are being used to measure, assess and monitor governance at the local level. The guide contains an extensive source guide with more than 20 ready-made tools for assessing local governance. 

* Governance Assessment Portal. August 2009.

This toolbox will introduce simple tools – primarily quantitative, but also integrating some qualitative methods – that could be used by government and other national actors to evaluate, in a given sector, whether quality social services are provided efficiently and equitably, using maximum available resources. These tools will help diagnose the various reasons behind the lack of progress on MDGs or HD goals – not only insufficient resources, but also lack of government action, inadequate/discriminatory policies, and unfair/inefficient distribution of resources. This Toolbox therefore could be used both as a policy tool by national policymakers, and as an accountability tool by national oversight institutions (Parliament, National Human Rights Commission, National Anti-Corruption Commission, etc.) to monitor the efforts of government in following through on its MDG/HD commitments. www.gaportal.org/support/gap-newsletter
* Topic Guide on Decentralisation and Local Government. Commonwealth Secretariat. September 2009. 

Estimates suggest that decentralisation is currently being pursued in over 80% of developing countries worldwide. For many people, local government (LG) is the part of government that most directly impacts on their lives, particularly via the provision of local services like water, sanitation, primary education and primary healthcare. This topic guide provides practical guidance for designing, implementing and evaluating decentralisation reforms and local government practices to ensure they are as effective as possible. It also synthesises and presents current debates on the impact of decentralisation and local government on poverty reduction, service delivery and conflict as well as providing links to cutting-edge research and recent case studies. The guide includes summaries of key texts. Each short summary links to an extended summary which can be found in the alphabetised appendix. http://www.thecommonwealth.org/document/213587/topic_guide_on_decentralisation_and_local_governme.htm
* Making Democracy a Reality? The Politics of Decentralisation and the Limits to Local Democracy in Ghana. GSDRC. September 2009. 

Prof. Gordon Crawford asks has decentralisation enhanced local democracy in Ghana? This article from the Journal of Contemporary Africa Studies focuses on the relationship between decentralisation and local democracy through a case study of Ghana. Increased democracy through decentralisation has not occurred, and there are significant democratic deficits in decentralised government. These findings suggest that the key to enhanced local democracy is the strengthening of downward accountability mechanisms, although such reforms will not be easily achieved. www.gsdrc.org/go/display&type=Document&id=3288&source=rss
















































