Newsletter N°18 - March 2010
The ACP Local Government Platform e-Newsletter is an electronic newsletter produced every three months by the ACP Local Government Platform (ACPLGP). The editor of this e-Newsletter invites readers to make comments & contribute news on local government issues from their organizations, local authorities & countries. This Newsletter is also accessible via the ACPLGP Website at http://www.acplgp.net.

***********************************************************************************************************************************

EC calls for proposals still open

***********************************************************************************************************************************

Various EC calls for proposals are still open for programmes of interest to ACP local government including:

· Non-State Actors and Local Authorities thematic programme

Calls for proposals for in-country interventions in some ACP countries are still open and can be seen at https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/europeaid/online-services/index.cfm?do=publi.welcome&nbPubliList=25&orderby=upd&orderbyad=Desc&searchtype=AS&pgm=7573847&ZGEO=&debpub=&finpub=&aoet=36538. The table below provides information on these countries.

	Countries
	Deadline
	Budget (EURO)
	Reference

	Central African Rep
	20/04/10
	700.000
	EuropeAid/129612/L/ACT/CF

	Chad
	24/05/10
	250.000
	EuropeAid/129662/L/ACT/TD

	Cote d’Ivoire
	07/04/10
	950.000
	EuropeAid/129596/L/ACT/CI

	Guyana
	26/04/10
	398.388
	EuropeAid/129811/L/ACT/GY

	Kenya
	31/05/10
	1.000.000
	EuropeAid/129756/L/ACT/KE

	Sierra Leone
	28/05/10
	900.000
	EuropeAid/129670/L/ACT/SL

	Zambia
	31/05/10
	1.500.000
	EuropeAid/129512/L/ACT/ZM


· EIDHR: European Instrument for Democracy and Human Rights

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/europeaid/online-services/index.cfm?do=publi.welcome&nbPubliList=25&orderby=upd&orderbyad=Desc&searchtype=AS&pgm=7573843&ZGEO=&debpub=&finpub=&aoet=36538
	Countries
	Deadline
	Budget (EURO)
	Reference

	Cameroon
	03/05/10
	1.200.000
	EuropeAid/129789/M/ACT/CM

	Congo DR
	22/04/10
	600.000
	EuropeAid/129832/L/ACT/CD

	Guyana
	27/04/10
	300.000
	EuropeAid/129721/L/ACT/GY

	Rwanda
	15/04/10 (lot 1)
	900.000 (lot 1)
	EuropeAid/129749/L/ACT/RW

	Rwanda
	31/05/10 (lot 2)
	900.000 (lot 2)
	EuropeAid/129749/L/ACT/RW

	Sierra Leone
	15/06/10
	600.000
	EuropeAid/129714/L/ACT/SL

	Zambia
	23/04/10
	300.000
	EuropeAid/129652/L/ACT/ZM


For recall, the article ‘How to write a good project’ is in our newsletter N 14 which can be found in our website www.acplgp.net
***********************************************************************************************************************************
The ACP-EU Water Facility – Reference: EuropeAid/129509/C/ACT/Multi - Open Call for Proposals – Deadline for submission of Concept notes and full proposals: 02/06/2010
***********************************************************************************************************************************
The ACP-EU Water Facility call for proposals of interest to ACP local governments has been published
. This is an open call for proposals where both the concept note and full proposal are submitted together. Prior registration in the PADOR system (Potential Applicant Data On-Lone Registration)
 is obligatory both for applicants and partners.

General objective: To help achieve the water and sanitation MDGs which are to halve by 2015 the proportion of people without sustainable access to safe drinking water and basic sanitation, vital in themselves but also key prerequisites for reducing child and maternal mortality (MDGs 4 & 5) and combating diseases (MDG 6).
Specific objectives: Water & sanitation basic infrastructure and hygiene promotion projects, focussing on the most vulnerable and needy in rural and peri-urban areas, promoting the use of small-scale appropriate technologies, and leading to improvements in health, education & socio-economic development.
Each project must have the active involvement of local partners (NSA and/or local government) in project identification, selection of activities & implementation. In addition, those projects which include capacity development of local people, NSAs or governments staff aided at enhancing ownership and project sustainability are encouraged.
Size of grants: Minimum EUR 500.000 – Maximum EUR 2.500.000. No grant may exceed 75% of the total eligible costs of the action. The balance must be financed from the applicant’s or partner’s own resources, or from resources other than the EC budget or the EDF.

Duration: Minimum 36 months - Maximum 60 months
Sector or themes: Improved safe drinking water supply and improved basic sanitation, and hygiene promotion, coupled with active involvement of local partners (NSAs and/or local government) in project identification, selection of activities and implementation.

Location: in an ACP country.
Types of actions:

Each action (project) must contain all the following three activities:
· Construction/rehabilitation of improved safe drinking water supply
· Construction/rehabilitation of improved basic sanitation facilities

· Hygiene promotion

In exceptional cases, projects only on sanitation and accompanying hygiene promotion could be eligible if full access to improved drinking water sources in the target population already exists and can be demonstrated.

Types of activity:

· Construction/rehabilitation of improved safe drinking water supply & improved sanitation facilities and related activities such as awareness raising, community mobilisation and social marketing
· Hygiene promotion programmes including Knowledge Attitude and Practices (KAP) type surveys of hygiene promotion interventions

· Capacity development activities for local people, NSAs and government staff directly related to enhancing local ownership and project sustainability

· Monitoring of water quality, quantity and yield (of e.g. boreholes & wells)

· Protection/replenishment of local water resources

· Mapping & monitoring of local water resources including analysis of data, and sharing of findings for the implementation of IWRM (Integrated Water Resources Management)

Other activities which must be included are:

· A communication and visibility plan

· A monitoring and evaluation plan

Other activities which should be included are:

· Capacity development activities for local people, NSAs and government staff directly related to enhancing local ownership and project sustainability.

· Mapping and monitoring of water resources in compliance with established protocols and regulations.

· Protection of water resources to ensure safe water supply.

***********************************************************************************************************************************

The ACP-EU Water Facility – Reference: EuropeAid/129510/C/ACT/Multi - Restricted Call for Proposals – Deadline for submission of Concept notes: 06/10/2010

***********************************************************************************************************************************

Another ACP-EU Water Facility call for proposals of interest to ACP local governments has been published
. This is a restricted call for proposals: in the first instance, only concept notes must be submitted for evaluation. Thereafter, applicants whose concept notes have been pre-selected will be invited to submit a full application form. Prior registration in the PADOR system (Potential Applicant Data On-Lone Registration)
 is obligatory both for applicants and partners.

General objective: To contribute to improving water governance and management of water resources and to the sustainable development and maintenance of water infrastructure.
Specific objectives: Partnership projects (North-South and South-South) to develop capacity in the ACP water & sanitation sector, leading to better water and sanitation governance and management, and to the sustainable development and maintenance of infrastructure.
This call for proposals encourages partnerships projects that also:
· Contribute to developing or implementing national and regional water and sanitation strategies and programmes.

· Actively involve local NSAs.

Size of grants: Minimum EUR 250.000 – Maximum EUR 1.000.000. No grant may exceed 75% of the total eligible costs of the action. The balance must be financed from the applicant’s or partner’s own resources, or from resources other than the EC budget or the EDF.

Duration: Minimum 24 months - Maximum 60 months

Sector or themes:
· Good governance and integrated water resource management (IWRM)

· System maintenance and improvement (including leakage reduction)

· Water quality testing

· Water resources protection and pollution prevention

· Improving efficiency in management practices

· Labour management tools

· Accessing investment finance

· Methodologies for expanding access to the poor

· Building a participatory process to allow consensual institution-building within local politics

· Awareness-raising and institutional support

Location: in EU or ACP countries.

Types of actions:

An action must comprise of capacity development responding to specific needs of beneficiary partner(s) for improved water and sanitation services, improved water governance, better management of water resources and sustainable development and maintenance of water infrastructure. Each action should contribute to developing or implementing national strategies and programmes for water and sanitation and be replicable within the country/region.
Types of activity:

Capacity development activities are those aiming at:

· Developing the knowledge and competence of individuals and organisations
· Developing organisations and/or systems of organisations

· Changing and strengthening institutional frameworks in the form of formal policies and laws and/or other informal norms which stipulate the limits within which individuals and organisations develop.

Types of activity:

· Training, knowledge transfer, learning and other capacity development activities

· Supplies and services

Other activities which must be included are:

· A communication and visibility plan

· A monitoring and evaluation plan

***********************************************************************************************************************************

News from the EU:

***********************************************************************************************************************************

· Second Revision of the Cotonou Agreement. After months of negotiations, the African, Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) Group with its development partner, the European Union, concluded the Second Revision of the Cotonou Agreement on 19 March. The revision has looked at three areas, which include: institutional, political, humanitarian and human development issues; trade, economic and regional integration; and development finance cooperation. The revision was intended to streamline the text, adapting it to changes in trade and aid policies that occurred in the last five years. The review also facilitates assistance to ACP states for adapting to global warming and for integrating climate change into their development strategies. It also improves support to the aquaculture and fisheries sectors in ACP states and to the fight against the HIV/AIDS pandemic. Regarding ACP local authorities, the new agreement will clearly recognize their role along with national parliaments, civil society and private sector. This second revision will also be instrumental in putting in practice the internationally agreed aid effectiveness principles, in particular donor coordination. It will untie EU aid to the ACP countries to reduce transaction costs. For the first time, the role of other EU policies for the development of ACP countries is recognized and the EU commits to enhance the coherence of those policies to this end. Once approved by the EU Council, it is envisaged to officially sign the new Agreement in Ouagadougou by all Parties at the ACP-EU Ministerial Council on 3-4 June. Thereafter, the Agreement will have to be ratified by all ACP States and the EU member States and for the EU, will require the consent of the European Parliament under the Lisbon Treaty. This Agreement will be reviewed every five years until 2020.
· Andris Piebalgs, New EU Development Commissioner. Andris Piebalgs is the new European Development Commissioner within the Barroso Commission II. He is formerly the European Commissioner for Energy. Andris Piebalgs' first priority will be to face the challenge of meeting the Millennium Development Goals and poverty eradication objectives that have been jeopardized by the impact of the economic and financial crises. “At the Brussels Summit in December, EU heads of state and government confirmed their commitment to devote 0.7% of GDP to public development aid from the year 2015. They will need to be reminded of this, and I will not hesitate to point the finger at states that fail to fulfil their commitments,” the Commissioner made clear, following in the footsteps of Louis Michel. Specific aid for developing countries exposed to the devastating effects of global warming will be funded separately with additional finance, specified Piebalgs, who favours the idea of a Tobin tax (a tax on international currency transactions) and also declared his support for the inclusion of the EDF within the budget, stating that this “should have been done several years ago”.
***********************************************************************************************************************************

News from the ACP

***********************************************************************************************************************************

Dr Mohamed Ibn Chambas, New Secretary General of the ACP Group. The new Secretary General of the ACP Group, Dr Mohamed Ibn Chambas, took office on the 1st March 2010. He is from Ghana and President of the ECOWAS Commission (Economic Community of West African States) since 2007. He was previously the regional body’s Executive Secretary, a post he held from 2002. Dr Chambas is a man who understands the need for a firm hand, but also appreciates the need for dialogue, and these qualities will prove extremely useful to the ACP Group. The cohesion of the Group depends in no small measure on the firm leadership of the Secretary General. This is especially so as he accedes to the post at a crucial time for the ACP Group. Strong leadership is required in view of the challenges to the unity of the ACP Group posed by ongoing negotiations on the various regional trade packages between the EU and African, Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) regions. The Cotonou agreement (2000-2020) governing relations between the EU and ACP states remains intact. The mid-term review of the agreement has just been completed.

***********************************************************************************************************************************

Announcement:

***********************************************************************************************************************************

* Summercourse Decentralisation and Local Governance. The Hague Academy for Local Governance. The Hague. 5 – 9 July 2010. The summercourse Decentralisation and Local Governance is designed for professionals dealing with decentralisation processes and local service delivery in developing and transitional countries. It discusses questions like: How do decentralisation policies contribute to poverty reduction and reaching the Millennium Development Goals? In what way can a transfer of power and budget from central to local authorities lead to better services on the local level? How can a dialogue between national governments and local stakeholders be stimulated? And how can local governments be made more accountable to their citizens? http://www.thehagueacademy.nl/training-programmes/open-courses-2010/summercourse-decentralisation-andlocal-governance 
* ‘First General Assembly of the decentralised Francophone’. Lyon – France. 26-27 October 2010. The first General Assembly will be jointly organised by the International Association of Francophone Regions and the International Association of Francophone Mayors with the support of Rhône-Alpes Region, the Rhône and Grand Lyon Department. This first General Assembly is intended to gather together all local governments from francophone countries and will aim to:
· Raise francophone and foreign local government awareness on the challenge and role of the francophone movement and institution (OIF and operators).

· Inform the OIF and its member States on the priority of action as expressed by local governments and to explore roads for strengthened partnership between the institution and local governments.
This event will boost francophone North-South and South-South decentralised cooperation, allow identifying and mobilising financial resources, promoting networking, exchanging experiences and promoting tools and methods to increase territorial partnership. For further information, please contact the AIRF at +33.4.72.59.56.90 – email: airf@regions-francophones.com – website: www.regions-francophones.com 
***********************************************************************************************************************************

Reading

***********************************************************************************************************************************

* Latest Laboratoire Citoyennetés Information Bulletin on local governance. The Burkina Faso-based Laboratoire Citoyennetés (LC) focuses on promoting domestic accountability through actions consisting of research, forum, support to local radio and advocacy. The LC is positioning itself as accompanying local government according to a double logic of click and support. It encourages local actors to act and help them to undertake and perpetuate their action. In its actions, the LC makes the link between i) decentralisation process, public service delivery and building-up of local governance and citizenship; and ii) local, national and sub-regional levels. In this regard, the LC positions itself by relating social science research to facilitation and influence in order to encourage dialogue between governance actors at local, national and sub-regional levels. The 2009-2012 programme “Public action and citizenship” falls within this framework. http://www.labo-citoyennetes.org/bulletins-lc-info/121-bulletin-15-et-16-.html
* Good Governance Practice. Civil Society Organisation registered at Wakiso district of Uganda. New website. January 2010. 

Good Governance Practice (GOGOP) is a Civil Society Organisation (CSO) registered at Wakiso district of Uganda. The Vision of GOGOP: to have democratic, participatory decentralized local governments that can sustain development and deliver services efficiently to the people. The Mission of GOGOP: to train, support and advocate for good governance for sustainable, efficient and effective service delivery which is corrupt free as well as promote participation in governance issues by all in local governments

http://goodgovernancepractice.webs.com/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+local_governance_decentralisation+%28Governance%3A+Local+Governance+and+Decentralisation+%29

* Using decentralisation for enhancing local governance. International guidelines on decentralisation and the strengthening of local authorities. United Nations Human Settlements Programme. March 2010. 

These UN-Habitat guidelines are in line with making the international dialogue on decentralization as open-ended and inclusive as possible. They are aimed at forging consensus among member states on decentralization policies in the development process. The guidelines are subdivided into four sections looking at governance and democracy at the local level, powers and responsibilities of local authorities, administrative relations between local and national authorities and financial resources and capacities of local authorities.[image: image1.png]



http://www.eldis.org/go/display&type=Document&id=51559?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+local_governance_decentralisation+%28Governance%3A+Local+Governance+and+Decentralisation+%29
* South-South Cooperation. 110 case stories, 1 global report. The South-South Opportunity. March 2010
In only nine weeks, dozens of countries and organizations have drafted and presented a total of 110 case stories on South-South cooperation in the context of aid effectiveness, responding to the call of the Task Team on South-South cooperation (TT-SSC). Involving 133 countries, 10 multilateral and 5 non-governmental organizations, this is likely to be the broadest and most inclusive universe of country-led experiences in development cooperation. Just in time for the upcoming High-Level Event on South-South Cooperation and Capacity Development, a draft global report has now been launched. Experiences of peers and partners reflect on the three-fold mandate of the Accra Agenda for Action: Adapting the aid effectiveness principles to South-South cooperation, enriching the aid effectiveness agenda with the practices of South-South cooperation, and identifying complementarities between South-South and conventional cooperation. www.southsouth.info/profiles/blogs/110-case-stories-1-global?xg_source=activity 

















































� � HYPERLINK "https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/europeaid/online-services/index.cfm?ADSSChck=1269529696616&do=publi.detPUB&searchtype=AS&Pgm=7573837&aoet=36538&debpub=&orderby=upd&orderbyad=Desc&nbPubliList=25&page=1&aoref=129509" ��https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/europeaid/online-services/index.cfm?ADSSChck=1269529696616&do=publi.detPUB&searchtype=AS&Pgm=7573837&aoet=36538&debpub=&orderby=upd&orderbyad=Desc&nbPubliList=25&page=1&aoref=129509� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/work/onlineservices/pador/index_en.htm" ��http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/work/onlineservices/pador/index_en.htm� 


� � HYPERLINK "https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/europeaid/online-services/index.cfm?ADSSChck=1269534801590&do=publi.detPUB&searchtype=AS&Pgm=7573837&aoet=36538&debpub=&orderby=upd&orderbyad=Desc&nbPubliList=25&page=2&aoref=129510" ��https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/europeaid/online-services/index.cfm?ADSSChck=1269534801590&do=publi.detPUB&searchtype=AS&Pgm=7573837&aoet=36538&debpub=&orderby=upd&orderbyad=Desc&nbPubliList=25&page=2&aoref=129510� 
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