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theme « BUILDING AFRICA FROM TERRITORIES : WHAT

CHALLENGES FOR THE LOCAL GOVERNMENTS?»

From December 4th to December 8th, 2012, the Africities
6th Summit accommodated, in Dakar, nearly 5000
people. The participants represented all the protagonists
of the African local life and their partners from other
regions of the world: ministers in charge for the local
governments and ministers in charge of sustainable
development and of employment; local authorities and
elected officials; central and local administrations
representatives; civil society organizations, professional
associations and trade unions; economic operators of the
public and private sectors, and of the social economy;
traditional and moral authorities; researchers and
academics; international cooperation agencies

ARIAL Programme Special Session in Africities Summit

At the 6™ Africities summit in Dakar on 6 December 2012, the ARIAL Programme organized a special session

Participants at ARIAL Programme special session in Africities

The ARIAL Programme organized a special session at the 6™
Africities in Dakar on 6 December 2012. The Senior Technical
Officer, Mr. Alhassan Ziblim Al-Hassan, who was a panel

member, made a presentationon:* STRENGTHENI N
CAPACITY OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATIONS TO LOBBY
CENTRAL GOVERNMENTS AND DEVELOPMENT PARTNERS ON
BEHALF OF LOCAL GOVERNMENTS

The presentation highlighted on: the importance of LGA
lobbying in West Africa, available lobbying opportunities for
LGAs, lobbying challenges in West Africa (ALGON-Nigeria as a
case study), a good practice case in lobbying (ANCB of Benin) ¢
the lobbying techniques used and the beneficiaries. Examples of
Lobbying opportunities for LGAs include:

1 Lobbying national governments for political recognition

I Lobbying development partners for collaboration and to
be part of the development process

I Lobbying to influence policy and legal reforms (through
the lawmaking process to either amend existing laws or
enact new laws.
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ARIAL Team at Africities- Dakar -06 December 2012

New Vice—President for UCLGA- West Africa Regional Office (WARO)

Mr Khalifa SALL, the Mayor of Dakar was elected President of
UCLGA and new Vice President of the West Africa Regional
Office of UCLGA on 07 December 2012 in Dakar during the
General Assembly of UCLG Africa.

The ARIAL Programme at WARO :

The overall objective of the ARIAL programme is to improve the quality of local government in the African, Caribbean
and Pacific region (ACP). Local governments play a central role in the daily lives of people and provide those facilities
crucial for personal development. Strengthening the capacities of local governments is therefore an essential
requirement for a successful development policy.

ARIAL Technical Officers-Peer to Peer Meeting

ARIAL intends to improve the political engagement of
local governments by strengthening their representative
bodies, namely, the Associations of Local Governments
from national, regional through sub-continental levels.

PEER-TO-PEER MEETING OF TECHNICAL OFFICERS

Technical Officers from the Regional Local Government
Associations in Western, Southern and Eastern Africa and
the Caribbean met in The Hague for a Peer-to-Peer
experience-sharing meeting from 4-5 September 2013.




ARIAL Programme Steering Committee Holds 3rd Meeting

The 3rd Programme Steering Committee Meeting of ARIAL took place at the ACP Secretariat in Brussels on 29th January
2013 to discuss the progress in programme implementation. Reports were presented by ACP Local Government
Platform, VNG International and the Regional Representatives from the ACP region : West Africa, East Africa, Central
Africa, Southern Africa, Caribbean and The Parafic. The Meeting was chaired by Madam Dominique Raymond, Assistant
Secretary-General of the ACP Secretariat with Mr. Marco Sioli and other officials of the European Commission in
attendance.

The PSC Members also visited a number of EU institutions including; the European Commission Development
Cooperation (Devco), the European Economic and Social Committee(EESC), the Belgium National Association of Local
Government and the European Parliament. The members appealed to the Commission to do well to advance the
implementation of the Memorandum/Agreed Conclusions of the Seminar on Decentralized Cooperation held in 1999
and to enhance the Structured Dialogue between the EU and ACP Group.

The members appealed to the EU to reduce some of the stringent rules associated with 'Calls for Proposals' so that
many more local governments can access EU funding.
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Project Steering Committee Members with Madam Steering Committee Members at the Forecourt of European Parliament
Eva Joli of the European Parliament - Brussels, Belgium 28/01/13 Brussels, Belgium- 28/01/13

On-going Activities at UCLGA-WARO

a) WARO Executive Members to endorse Strategic Plan and Communication & Advocacy Strategy
b) Consultation with regional bodies such as ECOWAS, AMCOD, UEMOA, CCT etc.

c) Experts to assist local government associations to prepare action plans on political dialogue in their respective
countries.

d) VNG International to select 20 Best Practice Cases towards an experience-sharing seminar in June 2013. A best
practice is an initiative undertaken by an LGA with positive results which can serve as a good example for other
members or peers. Each LGA member is to send one best practice to WARO to be submitted to VNG International for an
evaluation and selection by a panel of experts for the final seminar in June 2013.
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UCLGA-WARO Holds Meeting
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Policy Discussion Paper are ready for endorsement.

Left and right ( Participants /Association of Municipalities of Cape Verde+, WARO Members- Benin Marina Hotel,

Benin Marina Hotel, Cotonou, 18 July 2012)
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WARO by defining a set of strategic objectives that should guide the drafting of a Strategic Plan. With Technical
Assistance from the ARIAL Programme, a Draft Strategic Plan, Communication and Advocacy Strategy and Membership

Cotonou, 18 July 2012

Emerging Local Government Association Facility (ELGAF)

iN;
:

UVICOCl of Cote RIQFG2 ANB YR [2/ ! {[ 2F {ASNN} [S2yS 6SNB &St S

Local Government Association Facility (ELGAF). An expert is to visit Abidjan in February to assist UVICOCI to plan their
activities. ARIAL will support the Local Councils Association of Sierra Leone (LoCASL) in the organization of a seminar for

newly elected councilors alongside other activities.

ALGON Staff (Nigeria) Receive Training
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Technical Assistance of ARIAL Programme

On 18 October 2012, Technical Staff of ALGON (Nigeria),
were trained on how to develop communication, lobbying
and advocacy strategies. It was facilitated by Mr. Arjen
Konijninberg.

The ALGONSt af f wer e al so trai ngd
“t he Ef fective Functioning
facilitated by Mr. Chris TERSTEGEN.

Contact Persons at WARO : 1) ALHASSAN Ziblim Al-hassan, Senior Technical Officer, ARIAL Programme
E- mail : ziblimaa@yahoo.co.uk ; Tél: 00234 81 30 71 90 05

2) BADIROU Iradath Mokpélola, Junior Technical Officer, ARIAL Programme
E-mail : iradathbadirou@yahoo.fr; Tél:00 234 81307167 67
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